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Debt Free Living God’s Way 

 
                               This E-Book is unique in several ways.   

 First, you receive the “content” benefit of a highly successful seminar presented to 

thousands and thousands of people in hundreds of churches across the USA.   

 Second, you can read and grasp each “Session” principle in about five to six 

minutes.  You get all the nuggets without all the fluff. 
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WELCOME FROM CHRISTIAN FINANCIAL MINISTRIES! 

 
Your copy of the “Debt Free Living God’s Way” E-Book is based on the “How To 

Manage Your Money” seminar content that Christian Financial Ministries developed for 

Larry Burkett and Christian Financial Concepts.  This seminar, and therefore this E-Book, 

details the timeless truths surrounding Bible-based financial principles and practical 

applications.  This seminar was presented in churches and communities all over the US 

prior to Christian Financial Concepts merging with Crown Financial Ministries.   

 

Christian Financial Ministries will soon offer the complete seminar script for FREE to 

any interested church.  Power Point slides and a syllabus will also be available.    

 

The complete “Debt Free Living God’s Way” E-Book is only available on the Internet.  

You won’t find it in any bookstore.  This helps us keep our costs down and thereby make it 

available to many more people.   
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THE ―BEST‖ DEBT FREE LIVING RESOURCES 
 

Crown Financial Ministries 
 

In my opinion, no one does a better job of presenting biblical financial principles than Larry 

Burkett and Christian Financial Concepts.  In 1976, Larry founded Christian Financial Concepts. 

He poured his life into serving the Lord through this ministry. Larry was a prolific writer, 

authoring more than 70 books including several best sellers.  Larry and his materials approached 

finances through the Word of God.  His objective seemed to me to be to get people get into 

God’s Word so they will become motivated to get out of debt and stay out of debt.   

 

Unfortunately, Larry passed away several years ago.  Prior to his death, he merged Christian 

Financial Ministries with Crown Ministries, which was headed by Mr. Howard Dayton.   The 

result is Crown Financial Ministries with Mr. Dayton as the CEO.  Crown Financial Ministries 

has an outstanding collection of materials designed to help you understand finances from God’s 

perspective.  We use many Crown materials at Christian Financial Ministries.  The two we 

appreciate most are Larry Burkett’s ―How To Manage Your Money‖ Bible study workbook and 

Larry’s ―Family Financial Workbook,‖ which is the budgeting workbook.  Crown also has a fine, 

biblical principles, small group program. 

 

On a scale of 1-10 with ―1‖ being the absolute worst and 10 being the absolute best, I would rate 

the Crown Ministries materials a strong ―9.‖  You can reach Crown at www.crown.org  

 

Dave Ramsey 
 

Dave Ramsey is a personal money management expert and founder of the Financial Peace 

University (a dynamic, twelve week video small group program).  Dave is an extremely popular 

national radio personality and author of the New York Times best-sellers The Total Money 

Makeover, Financial Peace and More than Enough.  Dave knows first-hand what financial peace 

means in his own life—living a true riches to rags to riches story.  By age 26 he had established a 

$4 million real estate portfolio, only to lose it by age 30.  He has since rebuilt his financial life 

and now devotes himself full-time to helping ordinary people understand the forces behind their 

financial distress and how to build and pass on wealth.  His Financial Peace University small 

group program presents information and TOOLS to help people put into practice the proven 

common-sense principles that allow them to walk with Financial Peace. 

 

Dave has a variety of great information products.  We use his Financial Peace University, and 

The Total Money Makeover book and workbook.  His Total Money Makeover one-day seminar is 

entertaining, motivational, and full of practical wisdom and tools. 

 

On the same 1-10 scale, I would rate the Dave Ramsey products a ―9‖ for presenting practical 

application techniques and tools.  You can reach Dave Ramsey at www.daveramsey.com  

 

The “Good Sense Ministry” at Willow Creek Church 
 

The ―Good Sense‖ Ministry offers everything you need to launch and lead a well -balanced 

biblical stewardship ministry at your church.  This is where I would go if I wanted good teaching 

materials, good practical application studies, and good training for my small group leaders and 

counselors.  I still prefer the Crown materials and Dave’s Financial Peace University and live 

http://www.crown.org/
http://www.daveramsey.com/
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events training packages.  However, the Good Sense folks have by far the best tools to train the 

trainers and the counselors.  The e-mail address is www.willowcreek.com.  

 

Christian Financial Ministries 
 

It was my very great pleasure and privilege to know and work with Larry Burkett from 1986, 

through his merger with Crown, and up until the time of his death.  On several occasions I had 

the privilege to meet and talk with Howard Dayton (now the head of Crown Financial Ministries) 

and have read most of his books.  Likewise, I have met with, been trained by and have worked 

with the Dave Ramsey organization since 2004.  I have a great appreciation for the Good Sense 

counselor training materials. 

 

Christian Financial Ministries is not the same as Crown Ministries, Dave Ramsey, or the Good 

Sense ministry, although we offer many of their products and services (we are not called to train 

church financial trainers and/or counselors).  We are uniquely different.  Let’s compare.  

 

1. In my opinion, Crown Financial Ministries has the best materials I know of to help 

people recognize and understand Bible-based financial principles.   

2. I believe the Dave Ramsey organization does the best job presenting the widest range 

of Bible-based financial application techniques and tools. 

3. Both Crown and Dave Ramsey primarily use volunteers to deliver their programs.  

4. Both Crown and Dave Ramsey publish many outstanding books available from your 

local bookstore and their respective WEB sites. 

5. Both organizations refer out follow-on support services (consumer credit counseling, 

foreclosure prevention, investments, insurance, real estate, budget counseling, etc.). 

 

On the other hand, We at Christian Financial Ministries 

 

1. Build on the strengths of both organizations using and combining their best materials 

and programs. 

2. Follow up the Crown and Dave Ramsey classes by offering paid, professional 

coaches and counselors to help when the needs are greater than church volunteers can 

provide. 

3. Offer our information products exclusively over the Internet.  You won’t find us in 

your local bookstore. 

4. Offer in-house what we believe to be the most critical follow-on Bible-based, 

professional support services to include  

 Budget counseling,  

 Debt management (consumer credit counseling),  

 Foreclosure prevention (help to stop foreclosure with no new loans, no 

bankruptcy, not paying all the arrearage up-front, and with no negative impact 

to the credit history). 

 Personal financial crisis prevention and recovery assessments and programs. 

 The spiritual roots component of financial counseling and coaching through 

the services of an experienced and licensed, in-house Pastoral Counselor with 

over 25 years experience. 

 Customized ―adjunct-staff‖ ministry services to ―Church Partners.‖ 

 

In short, we believe God gives Christian Financial Ministries a unique resource combination to 

effectively and personally minister to the ―whole person.‖ 

http://www.willowcreek.com/
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CHRISTIAN FINANCIAL MINISTRIES 

“FACT SHEET” 

 

We want to be a resource for you, your family, your church and your community.  We can’t be 

all things to all people.  But we can and will do the best at all that God calls us to do.  Here is 

who we are in Christ. 

OUR VISION 
 

Glorify God as we prayerfully help people become financially free to better share the love of 

God through Jesus Christ. 

OUR MISSION 

Formal: 

The Mission of Christian Financial Ministries is to help individuals, families, churches, and 

small businesses learn to manage their financial and relational journey to ―Debt Free Living 

God’s Way‖ by successfully identifying, correcting, and overcoming root financial and relational 

issues rather than just treating the symptoms.  We accomplish this mission by leveraging the 

spiritual gifts God gives His people, technology, and the Internet to offer the highest quality, 

highly accountable, Bible-based and non-Bible-based financial and relational teaching, training, 

counseling, coaching and mentoring services and products that also 

1. Help people come to or back to a personal and growing relationship with God through Jesus 

Christ 

2. Strengthen the family, and 

3. Proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ around the world. 
 

Informal: 

Christian Financial Ministries helps individuals, families, churches and small businesses 

1. Keep their finances out of bankruptcy, their homes and businesses out of foreclosure, and 

their marriages out of the divorce courts; 

2. Then learn to build strong relationships and to grow and pass on wealth. 
 

THE TRENDS 
 

1. More than half of all our families are delinquent on their credit card payments.  (American 

Bankers Association) 

2. Families are on track to break record-setting annual bankruptcy filings.  Four out of ten 

adults (36% say, ―It seems impossible to get ahead because of the financial debt I have.‖  

(Barna) 

3. Most single parent homes are headed by a mother earning less than $18,500 per year.  

Almost 90% of all welfare recipients live in single parent homes (Barna). 

4. Churches are forced to cut vital services—giving is down (Barna). 

5. Missionary candidates are kept at home due to the excessive personal debt of those who 

would ―send‖ and those who would ―go‖. 

6. Only three of the 1002 adults interviewed in a recent Barna survey (less than .03%) held firm 

and biblically consistent beliefs.  Almost 90% of adults surveyed believe they know all of the 

basic teachings of Christianity very well.  However, when you explore what they think the 

Bible actually teaches—many theological inconsistencies and inaccuracies emerge. 
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THE DILEMMA 
 

Christians and non-Christians need help.  Unless these negative trends reverse, families wil l 

continue to hurt: approximately 40% will continue to overspend each month, 20% will remain on 

the verge of divorce, and 55% of all marriages will end in divorce due in large part to financial 

difficulties. 
 

THE SOLUTION 
 

There is hope in God’s Word.  Sound financial management is smart spiritual warfare!  Jesus 

said, ―If you keep my commandments, then you are truly disciples of mine.  You shall know the 

truth, and the truth shall make you free.‖  (John 8:31-32)  The Bible contains more than 2,350 

verses that address in very practical, specific ways the earning, saving, spending, investing, and 

giving of money.  Biblical principles apply today whether we have a little or a lot, if we are 

single or married, if we are young or young at heart. 
 

THE MINISTRY 
 

Christian Financial Ministries (CFM) is a singularly unique, full-time, Bible-based financial 

education, teaching, training, coaching, mentoring, and counseling, IRS approved nonprofit, 

nondenominational ministry.  We are spiritual counselors who deal almost exclusively in the area 

of finances.  With CFM, high personal accountability is not an option.  It is required.  CFM 

started in 1987 and incorporated in 1991.  We are associated with the American Association of 

Christian Counselors, American Association of Debt Management Organizations, American 

Family Association, Better Business Bureau, Christian Financial Professionals Network, 

Christian Legal Society, Cobb County Community Collaborative, Cobb County Faith 

Partnership, Georgia Board of Examiners for Christian Counselors and Therapists, Georgia 

Christian Counselors Association, National Institute For Financial Counseling Education, Dave 

Ramsey, Crown Financial Ministries, The Department of Housing and Urban Development 

(HUD), and The Georgia Department of Community Affairs.  CFM holds Certificate No. FS 

59958 and operates a quality management system which complies with the requirements of BS 

EN ISO 9001:2000.  CFM undergoes annual certified financial audits by a licensed CPA firm.  

CFM meets or exceeds all applicable federal, state, and local statute, licensing, insurance and 

bonding requirements. 
 

Who We Serve 

We serve according to Matthew 25:31-46.  Jesus tells us the importance of serving others in 

need. Who we serve is not important.  What is important is that the ―who‖ is in need.  Therefore, 

we serve individuals, families, churches, businesses and other para-church ministries in the 

United States, Canada, and around the world.  We serve regardless of race, religion, sex, creed, 

age, color, disability, or national origin.  We serve counselees regardless of whom they owe, the 

amount they owe, or their ability to pay of our services. 
 

Our Staff 

Our staff members are paid, licensed, ordained, certified and/or highly trained professionals who 

have a heart for ministry service.  Our staff undergoes consistent continuing education and 

training to improve our proficiency and performance. 
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Funding/Cost of Services 

We are a faith ministry that receives voluntary tax-deductible gifts from the counselees, 

creditors, Support Partners, and Church Partners we serve.  We provide many of our services and 

products for free, or for greatly discounted prices.  
 

Services 

1. We PRAY individually and as a staff.  We pray with our counselees. 

2. We offer EDUCATION (the best education media and materials from CFM and other 

outstanding authors), TEACHING (educators make simple things complex—our teachers 

make complex things simple!), TRAINING (hands-on applications using personal 

financials), COACHING (inquiring, questioning and accountability that help individuals 

think more clearly, gain alternative perspectives, and focus on needs), MENTORING (takes 

coaching to the next level by providing educational instruction and direction in the area of 

personal finance), and COUNSELING (help to understand how to communicate to make 

better financial decisions).  We have appeared and taught on local and national radio and 

television and publish weekly and monthly articles that appear in local, regional and national 

magazines, newspapers and Internet forums.   

3. DIRECT CREDITOR NEGOTIATIONS: Where needed, we offer certified and IRS 

approved consumer credit counseling services to help qualified individuals work with their 

unsecured creditors to help lower monthly payments, and stop or cut interest rates, late fees, 

over limit fees, and collection calls.  We help arrange one low monthly debt payment with no 

new loans or bankruptcy.   

4. FORECLOSURE PREVENTION:  Our HomeSavers Department has more than 10 years 

experience helping people save their homes from foreclosure without bankruptcy, new loans, 

or paying all the past due payments up front. 

5. RELATIONSHIP THERAPY FOR INDIVIDUALS AND COUPLES:  Financial 

difficulties are the number one cause of divorce in our country today.  One of our goals is 

minister to the ―whole person.‖  Therefore, we partner with licensed professional relational 

counselors and therapists so people receive both the relational and financial help they need.    

6. COMMUNITY CONSULTATION SERVICES AND PARTNERSHIP PROGRAMS with 

local faith-based and secular organizations.  We provide Church Benevolence Support 

Coaching for local churches. 

7. WE are a HUD APPROVED HOUSING COUNSELING AND EDUCATION AGENCY. 

8.    LOOKING FORWARD IN 2008:  We started the year operating from our newly leased 

3800 square foot office and teaching facility located in the heart of the Marietta, GA 

community we serve.  This year, God willing, we will continue to leverage technology and 

the Internet to offer (1) Internet assisted tele-classes, (2) one-on-one mentoring and coaching 

video conferencing, (3) new E-Books, and (4) several new interactive educational Internet 

sites.  God willing we will add new services to include Small Business and Home Business 

Start Up and Operations, and individual financial coaching for those who wil l soon become 

engaged, married or retired.  We will seek grant support to develop two new ministry 

departments:  (1) the ―Military Support Department‖ will provide individual financial 

coaching designed specifically for graduating military service academy cadets and expand to 

include financial coaching for active duty military worldwide supported by a new Web site 

and a complete set of support materials including several E-Books.  (2) The ―Church Support 

Division‖ will provide individual financial coaching designed to meet the unique needs of 

pastors and religious workers also supported by a dedicated Web site and support materials.    
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Fantastic Success 

We believe our services and tools put people in a position to be used and blessed by God.  We 

see it happen time after time.  Lives change when people come to or back to a personal 

relationship with God through Jesus Christ.  Relationships and marriages re-energize.  Funds are 

freed up to meet individual needs and the needs of others.  And in the process, the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ is lovingly proclaimed and the timeless wisdom of Scripture is again revealed.  

 

If God does not work through the tools, the tools fall far short.  For example, secular consumer 

credit counseling agencies offer many of the same tools (free budget counseling, seminars, 

individual and small group counseling, etc.).  However, secular consumer credit counseling 

agencies generally retain only 50-55% of their clients each month.  This means 45-50% of those 

on debt management programs ―drop‖ the program each month without getting out of debt.  We 

started offering limited consumer credit counseling services in 1997.  We have tracked our 

retention rates since July 2000.  Our average monthly retention rate is 97% (96.4% lowest, 

99.3% highest).  This means that when people work with us, they stick with their debt 

elimination program until they are debt free.  God’s Word presented, received, and applied, 

makes the difference. 

 

CONCLUSION 
 

The symptoms of financial bondage often hold hostage a person’s ability to recognize and deal 

with root issues.  Christian Financial Ministries help individuals, families, churches and small 

businesses manage their journey to ―Debt Free Living God’s Way‖ by helping people 

successfully identify, correct, and overcome root issues rather than just treat the financial 

symptoms. 
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Debt Free Living God’s Way 

Session 1 

“Introduction & Overview” 

 
Are you enjoying “Debt Free Living God’s Way” or do you struggle with your finances?  

 

Is your relationship with God stressed because whenever you sit down to 

read your Bible or pray, all you can think about are your money problems?  

Do you and those close to you argue over money?  Are your credit cards 

maxed out?  Do you pay one credit card with another?  Are creditors 

calling about late mortgage, car or credit card payments?  Are you 

considering consolidation loans, second jobs, second mortgages, or even 

bankruptcy?   

 

Or perhaps you have other financial problem areas.  Your personal and/or business decisions 

have not always been God honoring?  You live from paycheck to paycheck?  You are not 

saving/investing for emergencies, college, or retirement?  Not enough of the right kinds of 

insurance?  Don’t tithe? Can’t give the way you would like?  Don’t have a wil l? 

 

“Debt Free Living God’s Way” is possible—for you!  Now!   

 

Managing your finances really should not be a struggle.  The financial areas of your life should 

be freeing, not restricting.  You will find life a lot more enjoyable and rewarding if your financial 

decisions are pleasing to God.  You can have closer family relationships, a debt -free lifestyle 

(including your home), save for the future, and a plan to pass on part of your wealth to family 

members and worthy ministries and organizations. 

 

Get on the path to Debt Free Living God’s Way!  Now!  How?   

 

 First, you will begin to recognize, understand, and 

apply Biblical financial principles as you read each 

―Debt Free Living God’s Way‖ installment.  As a 

result, you will better understand the forces behind your 

financial distress.  You will learn to set realistic goals 

and how to get on and stay on a budget.  We will work 

together to help make things right for you and your 

family—spiritually, financially and emotionally—for 

good!   

 Second, if you have any question on any topic, you can get immediate help from our 

financial and spiritual counselors.  Just give us a call or send us an e-mail. 

 Finally, you will discover some outstanding resources available to you and your church.  

For example, money management training resources like Dave Ramsey’s Financial 

Peace University and spiritual resources like Crown Financial Ministries’ financial small 

group study.    

 

What topics will you cover during our times together? 

 

 You will first set a spiritual and economic foundation.  It’s important you start with a 

basic understanding of where you are and how you got here. 
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 Then you will cover the two most important biblical financial principles.  If you 

understand and apply these two basic principles, you will always make better financial 

decisions. 

 You will learn about religious folklore.  These are financial ―principles‖ that sound 

spiritual but do not come from God’s Word.  These are worldly principles that lead you 

into financial bondage, not ―Debt Free Living God’s Way.‖ 

 You will see specific ways God wants you to use and not use money. 

 You will look at financial bondage (what it is, what it looks like, and what to do about it). 

 Then you will consider Debt Free Living God’s Way (what it is, what it looks like, and  

how to plan for it). 

 You will read about finances for singles and how to train children. 
 And yes, you will spend some time on giving issues.  

 

During our times together, please remember that our counselors have been helping God’s people 

who are absolutely, positively ready to get out of debt and work 

to build and pass on wealth since 1987.  We have helped 

hundreds of individuals, families, churches and small businesses 

through counseling, consulting, coaching, small group studies, 

workshops and seminars.  God can and will use our time together 

to help you!  We will see you next time as we begin to consider 

―Debt Free Living God’s Way.‖ 
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Debt Free Living God’s Way 

Session 2 

“How to Identify and Break Poor Financial Habits” 
 

Welcome back to the ―Debt Free Living God’s Way!‖  Let me ask you a question.  How do 

you get rid of a bad habit?  The answer has two parts.  First, you need to 

recognize the bad habit.  Second, you must replace the bad habit with a good 

habit.  The same process applies when we talk about how to manage your 

money in ways pleasing to God.  Before you can move to spiritually higher 

ground in your finances, you must first learn to identify and replace worldly 

economic habits with habits based on God’s Word.   

 

The economy   

 

Right up-front let me say that the topic of economics is very interesting–if you happen to be an 

economist!  This is probably because economists are a different breed of cat.  They are a difficult 

bunch to pin down.  Someone once said that if we took all the economists in the world, and lined 

them up end-to-end; they would never reach a conclusion!  This must have been the same 

someone who said that the only good reason for economic forecasting is to make astrology look 

respectable!  But a word of caution: We ought not to be too hard on economists.  After all, they 

have correctly predicted eight out of the last three recessions! 

 

It’s important for you to understand the basics of our national economy because our national 

economy directly affects your personal financial attitudes and habits.  Many economists believe 

our nation will continue to go through temporary economic ups and downs.  But on the whole, 

most everyone in a position to know or have an informed opinion, believe our national economy 

will continue to suffer from an incurable malady–the misuse of debt.  Quite often our 

government chooses to spend more than it makes, and all too often tries to make up the 

difference with debt (borrowing from U.S. citizens and companies, and other national 

governments, etc.).   

 

Our government has taught us well.  You and I often choose to live on more than we make, and 

all to often we try to make up the difference with debt (spending from credit cards, loans, etc.).  

You get deeper into debt the longer you spend more than you make.  The longer you spend more 

than you make the more debt becomes a habit, and habits (especially lifestyle habits) are hard to 

break.     

 

Why are bad habits hard to break?   

 

Because breaking habits requires change and for most of us, change is very uncomfortable.  

However, if you stick with the change long enough, the change becomes comfortable and the 

new habit begins to stick.  For example, clap your hands like you would applaud a good 

performance.  Most likely you moved your hands from side-to-side.  Now, try clapping your 

hands by moving your hands up and down.  This change is uncomfortable, isn’t it?  But, if you 

practice clapping up and down long enough, you will become more and more comfortable, and 

soon your practice will form a habit.   
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Simply put, if you want to manage your finances in ways pleasing to God, you need to 

identify and change some of your financial habits.   

 

More specifically, you need to change your spending and debt habits to 

learn to live on LESS than you make (more about the ―less‖ later).  You 

need to recognize that as a citizen, as a church member, and as an 

individual, you have been led down a worldly road and into some bad 

economic habits–habits that get you into trouble.  But there is a way 

out.  The way out is to move away from the world and into God’s 

Word.  You need to begin to rebuild and reshape your attitudes and 

economic habits by understanding and applying two, key, biblical financial 

principles.  These two principles can and should serve as the foundation for every economic 

decision you will ever make and help you break out of the debt cycle.   

 

What are these two critical, biblical financial principles?  The first is the biblical principle of 

―wealth.‖  According to the Bible, what does ―wealth‖ mean to God?  What does ―wealth‖ 

usually mean to man?  Why the difference and what to do about it?  We will talk about ―wealth‖ 

next time. 

 

__________________________________ 
 

Remember, you can reach Christian Financial Ministries at 1-800-895-0512 (678-797-9444 local) or on 

the INTERNET at www.good-steward.org. Our e-mail address is good-steward@good-steward.org.   Also, 

don’t forget that we offer the highest rated consumer credit counseling service in the country.  We can 

help you lower your monthly payments, and stop or cut interest rates, late fees, over limit fees, and 

collection calls.  Check it out at www.good-steward.org.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.good-steward.org/
mailto:good-steward@good-steward.org
http://www.good-steward.org/
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Debt Free Living God’s Way 

Session 3 

“Wealth” 

The First of Two, Critical, Biblical Financial Principles 
 

God’s Word contains two financial principles that you should apply to every economic 

decision you ever make.  The first is wealth.   

 

The definition of wealth is usually based on a set of worldly principles.  

For example, let’s take a quick attitude check.  When you hear the 

world ―wealth‖ what comes to mind?  When someone describes a 

―wealthy man,‖ what do you picture?  Probably you think in terms of 

―things‖ such as money, fancy cars, big homes and the like.  This is 

because this is how the world looks at wealth...these are worldly 

concerns.  These are not God’s concerns. 

 

What are God’s concerns about wealth?   

 

First, God wants you to remember that all wealth belongs to Him.  Psalms 24:1 says, ―The earth 

is the LORD‟s and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.”   He owns it all.  The entire 

material world is His by right of creation.  You simply hold a secondary title of ownership, a 

delegated authority to responsibly use and enjoy what God as entrusted into your care.  He is the 

owner.  By the way, all of us have one thing in common: we all own the same amount of stuff–

absolutely nothing. 

 

Second, when God discusses wealth, He does not mean just your money and material things.  

Why?  Because one day you will leave all those things behind.  Paul told Timothy in 1 Timothy 

6, ‖...we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it.”     How much you 

have (the amount, value, or authority, etc.) is not important to God because you’re going to leave 

every bit of it behind when you go home.    

 

Finally, what is important to God about the wealth He gives you is your attitude and what you’re 

doing with it now.  This I believe from God’s Word: If what you and I are doing with what we 

have is not going to be relevant to God 1000 years from now (should the Lord tarry), it’s not 

very relevant to God today.  It is not the amount of material things you have, their abundance or 

lack that really matters to God. What really matters to God is your attitude and how you use 

them–how they are invested, reinvested and put back into the Kingdom of God.   

 

How does God define wealth? 

 

If wealth to God means more than just money (and it does) what else does it mean?  To God, 

wealth includes your time, talents, abilities, skills; our health and family; your salvation and even 

your work.   

 

Do you realize that your work, your job, is part of the ―wealth‖ God ent rusts into your care?  

You need to remember that it is God who gives you the ability to work and produce wealth.  

Deut. 1-18 says, ―You may say to your self, „My power and the strength of my hands have 
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produced this wealth for me.‟ But remember the Lord your God, for it is He who gives you the 

ability to produce wealth.‖  Work is not a punishment.  God says work is part of your reward.  It 

is part of your fulfillment.  It is part of your wealth according to God’s definition of wealth.  

 

To me, one verse really stands out when we talk about God’s definition of wealth.  Proverbs 

10:22 tells you that ―It is the blessing of the Lord that brings wealth, and He adds no trouble to 

it.” 

 

This proverb has a lot of wisdom.  Because it says that it is only through the blessing of God that 

you can have the material things of life and yet not have the anger, and the frustration, and 

worry, and fear, and sorrow, and all the rest that normally come attached to those material things.  

The world can give you material things.  I’m sure you know lots of people who have lots of 

material things.  However, more often than not, they are miserable people.  They are frustrated 

and they are frantic. 

 

Do you know what you find out?  Even if you had ―all‖ the ―things‖ of life, you would s till tend 

to not have enough.  You wouldn’t be satisfied.  Something would still be missing, something 

just wouldn’t be right.  Remember, God tells you He wants to give you His riches…but with no 

sorrow. 

 

If you want to move to a higher spiritual level in your finances, you must first begin to see 

through spiritual eyes what you have for so long considered only through worldly eyes.  You 

need to understand and apply the first of two critical, biblical, financial principles–the principle 

of wealth.  Wealth includes so much more than you might imagine, and He owns it all.  If His 

job is the owner, what is your job?  You are to be the manager, the steward.  Next time we will 

talk about stewardship: what is it and how to do it.   

 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Bob Louder is the Founder and President of Christian Financial Ministries (www.good-steward.org).  Since 1987 

Christian Financial Ministries has helped people in hundreds of churches all across the country and in the European 

military community learn, understand, apply and pass on ―Debt Free Living God’s Way‖ principles and practical 

applications.  Bob has represented some of the top Christian financial authors and ministries to include Larry 

Burkett, Dave Ramsey, Christian Financial Concepts, and Crown Ministries.  Bob has national radio and TV 

experience and writes for local, regional and national media outlets.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.good-steward.org/
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Debt Free Living God’s Way 

Session 4 

“Stewardship” 

The Second of Two, Critical, Biblical Financial Principles 
 

If you stop to think about it, you will probably find that you get into financial difficulties for one 

of two reasons.  First, you try to take on God’s job as the owner; or second, you don’t understand 

or know how to do your job as a steward.   

 

What is a steward? 

 

True stewardship begins when you acknowledge that God is the true owner of 

everything.  Remember what the Psalmist says... ―The earth is the LORD‟s, 

and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it...‖ (Psalms 24:1).  The 

entire world is His by right of creation.  He is the owner.  According to the 

Bible, you own absolutely nothing.  The sum of your wealth according to 

God’s definition is simply the sum of all that God has given you to manage 

(time, talents, abilities, skills, money, resources, etc.).   

 

So what is a steward?  A steward is simply a manager of another person’s property.   

 

Examples of stewardship 

 

I’m sure you can think of many examples of ―stewardship‖ in your world today to include 

bankers, guardians, teachers, parents, etc.  The banker is probably the best example.  Your 

bankers don’t own the money they control.  They manage it.  I know you understand that and, for 

the most part, they understand that as well. 

 

Stewards, including bankers, have some rights.  For example, stewards can and should invest 

(put to good use) the wealth they manage.  Stewards also have the right to keep some of what 

they manage for their own use.   

 

Stewards, including bankers, also have some restrictions.  For example, stewards are accountable 

to the owner.  This means, among other things as well, the owner can take back or take away 

wealth from the stewards if the stewards do not seek and follow the owners’ directions.     

 

What does Jesus have to say about stewardship? 

 

This is exactly what Jesus Christ teaches you about stewardship in Luke 12:16-20 (please stop 

here and read it again for yourself).  Please notice a couple of important things about this 

parable.  First, God does not condemn the farmer for having wealth, nor does God condemn the 

wealth itself (the crops).  God simply says, ―...the ground of a certain rich man produced a good 

crop.‖  Notice also that it was the ground that produced the good crop, not the rich man.   

 

And remember, wealth (including money) is not good or bad.  Wealth is not moral or immoral.  

Wealth is not pleasing or displeasing to God.  It is your attitude about what you have and how 

you use what you have that is either pleasing or displeasing to God. 
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Now check out the attitude of the farmer.  What does he say when he sees the great harvest? 

‖This is what I‟ll do.  I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all 

my grain and my goods.  And I‟ll say to myself….”   Do you see his error?  He didn’t think he 

was a steward (manager).  He thought he was the owner.  When that large crop came in he didn’t 

have a use for it.  But, did he ask, ―...God, why did You entrust all this to me, what do You want 

me to do with this great harvest?‖  No, he considered himself the owner and planned to store it 

ALL away for his own use.  He took the position of owner and was condemned by God. 

 

This parable has great application for you today.  You are ―rich‖ when you consider your wealt h 

from God’s perspective.  You have ―good crops‖ come in (education, jobs, family, time, etc.).  

But I wonder, if you were to stand accountable before God today, for the quality of your 

stewardship, would you fare any better than this farmer?  Do you treat  God as the owner and ask 

how to use all that He gives you to manage?  Or do you try to act the part of the owner and plan 

to hide it away in your ―barns.‖  True, you probably don’t have a barn.  But you do have 

checking accounts, savings accounts, homes, cars, clothing, etc.  If you choose to be a steward, 

God blesses.  If you choose to try out the position of owner, God condemns.   

 

What is evidence of good stewardship today?   

 

How can you know if you are on the right track before you stand accountable on ―that day‖?  

You are moving in the right direction if you  

 

1. Understand ―wealth‖ from God’s perspective,  

2. Acknowledge His authority as owner, 

3. Accept your responsibility as steward, and can 

4. Claim Proverbs 10:22…do you have ―peace‖ as you manage 

His wealth.  Or, do you have some or all of the ―troubles‖ that 

go along with ownership? 

 

The secret of stewardship is attitude.   

 

Develop the attitude of a steward, a manager.  Leave the ownership 

where it belongs–with God. 
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Debt Free Living God’s Way 

Session 5 

“Religious Folklore Can Hurt” 
 

Not everything that sounds spiritual is scriptural.  As you consider ―Debt 

Free Living God’s Way,‖ you need to watch for and avoid ―religious 

folklore.‖ 

 

What is religious folklore?   

 

Religious folklore consists of the ―sayings‖ that sound like they come right 

from God’s Word but actually come from man.  They sound great, but when 

you try to live by them you get into trouble.  Here are some of the most 

common examples of ―financial‖ religious folklore. 

 

1. “God helps those who help themselves.”  Have you heard this one?  Is this what God 

says?  No!  God says, “I delight in helping those who can never help themselves” 

Ecclesiastes 9:10). 

 

2. “Money is the root of all evil.”  Is this what the Word says?  No again.  This has to be the 

most misquoted verse about money in the Bible; probably found in man’s book of ―First 

Opinions.‖  Remember, Paul didn’t say money was the root of all evil, he said, the love 

of it was what caused all the problems.  It’s not the money you have to worry about; it’s 

your attitude about money that gets you into trouble (see 1 Tim 6:10). 

 

3. “Poverty is spiritual.” We here this one a lot, particularly when deacon boards discuss 

their pastor’s salary . . . ―Lord, you keep him humble, we’ll keep him poor.‖   But, 

nowhere in scripture will you find that poverty is spiritual.  If you did, you would find a 

whole lot more spiritual people in the world (Proverbs 30:9). 

 

4.  “Riches are the evidence of God’s blessing.”  Riches are not the evidence of God’s 

blessing.  They may be one evidence, but they are not the evidence.  Here’s the fallacy of 

this example of religious folklore: If you try to apply this criteria to Jesus Christ, He 

simply does not measure up.  Jesus was not ―rich‖ in that he never accumulated mate rial 

wealth.  In fact, the scripture says other men and women helped supply His way.  

However, don’t ever think that money wasn’t important to Jesus.  Think about it.  Jesus 

and His disciples had to have money to buy the essentials of life and to give to the poor 

as they traveled around the countryside.  Money was important enough that Jesus had a 

treasurer...remember Judas (Ecclesiastes 5:10)? 

 

5. “Problems are the evidence of sin in your life” is another good example of religious 

folklore.  Isn’t it sad that many Christians have the freedom to stand up in their churches 

and ask others to pray for physical healings but not for financial problems?  Why is this?  

Because so often, financial problems are associated with sin.  But James 1:2-3 says, 

“Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trails of many kinds, because you 

know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance.”   Problems are not the 

evidence of sin in your life.  They may be one evidence, but never the evidence.  God 
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will use problems, including financial problems, to help strengthen you to be a greater 

blessing to Him and others.   

 

The power of problems. 

 

If you really want your faith in God to grow, if you really want to start to experience Debt Free 

Living God’s Way, God must allow problems in your life.  Problems that will help prove and test 

your faith.  Do you notice that, for the most part, God chooses to work through ordinary people?  

What makes these ordinary folks biblical heroes was God’s work through them.  Most of these 

men and women had three things in common:  

 

1. They all recognized God’s voice.   

 

2. They understood what He said.   

 

3. And they knew what they were supposed to do after the conversation was over.   

 

You can be the same way.  If you are, you will recognize that God can work through your good 

times as well as you hard times. 

 

How do you avoid religious folklore? 

 

You just saw some examples of the religious folklore you, as a Christian, face today.  

There are more, many more.  But the point is this: You need to become so familiar with 

God’s Word, that you can clearly see the difference between words that sound good 
and the Word that is good.  You need to be so close to the Truth, that a lie is readily 

apparent.  Only then can you move to replace the words and habits of the world with 
habits based and founded on the Word.  Only then will you begin to discover ―Debt Free 

Living God’s Way.‖ 

 

 
One example of worldly folklore is that if you can’t stop foreclosure on your home.  Our HomeSavers 

department has over 10 years experience helping people save their homes from foreclosure without 

bankruptcy, new loans, or paying all the past due payments up front.  If you are struggling with your home 

payment, drop in at our Web site at www.good-steward.org.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.good-steward.org/
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Debt Free Living God’s Way 

Session 6 

“How God Uses Wealth (Including Money)” 
 

According to the Bible, there are more than 70 different names for God and more than 150 

different descriptions of God.  The one you probably know best is the one Jesus gives you in the 

―Lord’s Prayer.‖  Here you find that you can call God your ―Father.‖  This should help you 

understand that God is not some genie in a bottle, or a stern taskmaster looking for some excuse 

to punish you.  Rather, as your Father, you should recognize that He loves you and that He has a 

will, a plan, and a purpose for you.  And sometimes God will use money to help bring about that 

will, that plan, and that purpose.  Here are some examples.  How many of these do you see 

operating in your life? 

 

Examples of how God uses wealth (including money) in your life. 

 

1. First, God may use money to allow you to determine your trust 

in Him.  Luke 16:11 says, ―So if you have not been trustworthy in 

handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches?”  

Be assured, God doesn’t need this demonstration to know what’s 

going on in your heart and your finances.  The Holy Spirit keeps 

God informed second-by-second.  This demonstration is not for God, it’s for you.  It’s 

for you to demonstrate your trust to you so that you can see where you are spiritually.  

It’s a thermometer for you to take and read your own spiritual temperature. 

 

And you either trust Him or you don’t.  It’s one thing to say you trust God.  It can be 

quite another thing to actually have to trust God.  For example, sometimes in 

counseling people say, ―Sure I trust God, but I can’t give up my credit cards.  Why, I 

might have an emergency.‖  When I hear this then look at their credit card spending 

habits, I feel like saying, ―Boy, you sure have had some emergencies in your life!‖  

But what emergency is too large for God to handle if we truly trust Him? 

 

Do you trust God or do you just say that you trust God?  God can and does use money 

to help you answer this question.   

 

2. Sometimes God uses money to demonstrate His power, both to you and to other 

people.  The psalmist says, ―…sacrifice unto God” (sacrifice means to give up your 

rights to God) “and pay your vows to the God most high...” (a vow is a promise).  

You are told to give up your rights and keep your promises, then you will have the 

right to call upon God in your day of trouble, and He will rescue you because it gives 

Him honor.  He has the power to rescue you and he wants to demonstrate this power.   

 

Remember when Jesus was teaching in the synagogue and listening was a man with a 

withered hand?  Jesus said, ―…stand up, stretch out your hand.‖  As soon as the man 

stood up and reached out his hand, his hand was healed.  Jesus released His power 

when the man acted–he stood up and reached out his hand in faith.  God wants to 

demonstrate his power in your finances.  One way to help put yourself in a position to 
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receive this power is to step out in faith.  How?  One way is to start tithing.  Get help 

to get on and stay on a spending plan.  Decide, NO MORE DEBT.  Cut up those 

credit cards.  Step out in faith believing, and expect to see God’s power working in 

your finances. 

 

3. God can use money to unify the body of Christ.  Paul said you are to share with 

others in your time of plenty and others will share with you in your time of need.  I 

don’t believe Paul was talking about socialism or communism.  Paul was talking 

about oneness.  He was talking about the unity that can exist in the Body of Christ if 

the Body of Christ will use money in ways pleasing to God.   

 

I really love reading Paul.  He used such a ―soft pen‖ to teach the Word.  On the other 

hand, James and John also taught the Word, but it seems to me that they didn’t much care 

if you liked what they said or not!  Theirs were much ―harder pens.‖  For example, James 

begins his letter by saying, ―Hey, you dummies, what are you doing?‖  (Granted, that’s a 

rather loose paraphrase, but it’s the bottom line.)  Paul, bless his heart, Paul begins 

writing to the Galatians about the same kind of problems that James was addressing.  But 

Paul begins by saying, ―Greetings in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ and your loving 

brother Paul...‖ you dummies, what are you doing?  Same message, just a softer pen.  

 

The Holy Spirit tells you through Paul’s soft pen, that God provides enough resources to 

meet the needs of the Body.  The problem is that God’s people have a distribution 

problem.  We often position ourselves so we can’t ―afford‖ to share with those in need.  

Many of us are living so far beyond our means that we can’t meet our own needs much 

less share with others.  

 

These are just a few of the ways God can and does use wealth (including money).   

 

Do you see any of these ―ways‖ up and operating in your life?  If ―yes,‖ you are on the road to 

―Debt Free Living God’s Way.‖  If not, you may still be on the road to financial bondage.  

 

 
Want to learn more about how to handle your finances?  Why not sign up for our FREE weekly “Debt Free 

Living God’s Way Life & Financial Coaching Newsletter."  Follow the lead from our Web site at www.good-

steward.org.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.good-steward.org/
http://www.good-steward.org/
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Debt Free Living God’s Way 

Session 7 

“How God Does Not Use Wealth (Including Money)” 
 

You know that God has a will, a plan, and a purpose for your life.  Sometimes God uses money 

to help bring about this will, plan or purpose.  But did you know that according to 

the Bible, there are ways God will not use money in your life?  For 

example, if you see any of the following situations working in your 

life, you need to know that these situations are not from God.   

 

First, God will not use money in your life to cause fear and anxiety 

in your life.   

 

But, there are a lot of Christians who have fear, anxiety, anger, frustration,  irritation, and 

aggravation about money situations.  If you are one of these unfortunate folks, you need to know 

that God says, ―It’s not Me who is in charge of your life.  You have yielded your life elsewhere.‖   

 

Jesus tells you in Luke 12:22, “...do not worry abut your life, what you will eat; or about your 

body, what you will wear.  Life is more than food, and the body more than clothes....”  

Remember the test?  Remember Proverbs 10:22--“It‟s the blessing of the Lord that brings wealth 

and He adds no trouble to it.”  If you have worry, fear, anxiety, and all the rest in your life, God 

does not have the place in your life He wants to have.  If the material things in you life 

(including money) cause you anxiety, you have either denied His wisdom or moved out of His 

will.  In either case you consider yourself an owner, not a manager.  You have not surrendered 

the material areas of your life over to the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 

 

God does not use money to separate families.  

 

Yet, according to most every counselor, money is the No. 1 separator of families today, even 

among Christians.  James said, “What cause fights and quarrels among you?  Don‟t they come 

from your desires that battle within you?” (James 4:1).   

 

During our counseling sessions, most couples say they had more spendable income when they 

first started out, along with far more peace.  Now, they make 10 times more but spend 11 times 

more!  Why is this?  One reason is because they spend so much time in front of television and 

Internet advertising.  (Do you want a good indication as to whom or what is really in control of 

your life?  Compare your TV and Internet time to the time invested into your quiet 

times…ouch!)  It’s a known fact that advertising is designed to foster the attitude that you must  

always move up.  You cannot stand still.  You must always strive for the biggest, the best, the 

newest, or what someone else has.  Advertising fosters the attitude of discontent.  These attitudes 

do not come from God.  

 

God does not use money to buffer you from all problems.   
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If you believe that He does, you are apt to have your faith destroyed.  Why?  Because, as you 

have already seen, many times God will use problems, including financial problems, to build 

you, mature you, to strengthen you and bring you closer to Him.   

God does not use money to develop your ego.   

 

Remember what Paul says in 1 Timothy 6:17?  “Command those who are rich in this present 

world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their 

hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.”   

 

It’s a shame that in our churches we often elevate some and look down on others because of their 

secular, social, or professional position.  Let me give you a personal opinion: I believe that one 

day we will all show up in heaven working for a little old lady we never heard from, never saw a 

single day of our life.  Why?  Because she was out doing the best she could, with what she had, 

where she was.  There is absolutely no evidence in scripture that there is a greater reward for a 

preacher that for the person who sweeps the floors and takes out the trash.  Your reward will 

depend upon how well you do what He gives you to do and help others to do the same.   

 

Remember, the amount of money, position and authority you have all comes from God.  Your 

job is to do the best you can with what you have where you are.  Nope, God does not use money 

to develop your ego. 

 

How many of these situations do you see up and operating in your life today?    

 

The more you see the more you can be sure that Jesus Christ does not have the place in your life 

that He wants to have.  As the matter of fact, the more of these you see the more you can be 

certain you are headed for or are already in ―financial bondage.‖   

 

Next time we will talk about what financial bondage is, look at some symptoms and causes, and 

finally see what can be done.  For now, be certain there is hope.  Please realize that before you 

can move to a higher spiritual plain in the area of your finances, you first need to learn to 

recognize some of the problems you have which need to be solved.  You need to learn to 

recognize the symptoms of financial bondage before you can move into ―Debt Free Living God’s 

Way.‖  This is why God wants you to know that there are ways He does and does not use money 

in your life.   

 

 
Do you need personal, one-on-one help to get a grip on your finances?  We have several coaching and 

mentoring programs you can learn about on our Web site at www.good-steward.org.   By the way, we provide 

individual coaching and mentoring services either face-to-face or long distance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.good-steward.org/
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Debt Free Living God’s Way 

Session 8 

“Financial Bondage” 
 

―Debt Free Living God’s Way‖ is a choice.  So is financial bondage.  According to 

God’s Word, if you choose to use money in ways pleasing to God, you begin to 

experience ―Debt Free Living God’s Way.‖  Likewise, if you choose to use money 

in ways displeasing to God, you will find yourself in or headed into financial 

bondage.  Let’s consider what financial bondage is, what it looks like, what 

are the symptoms and the causes, and finally what can you do to move away 

from financial bondage toward financial freedom and ―Debt Free Living 

God’s Way.‖ 

 

What is financial bondage?   

 

Financial bondage is an attitude more than a condition.  It’s when you choose to place anything 

material above your relationship with God.  Please note that financial bondage has little to do 

with the amount of money you owe.  We counsel many folks who are deep in debt because of 

poor prior spending habits or ―unplanned emergencies.‖  Yet, these people enjoy ―Debt Free 

Living God’s Way!‖   They give to their church and have a repayment plan for their creditors.  

They go on vacations, send their children to good schools, drive older but safe cars, and have the 

proper insurance, etc.  They are in debt but enjoy ―Debt Free Living God’s Way.‖  They have no 

stress over their finances.  They spend time--quality time--in a personal relationship with God. 

 

One the other hand, there are people who make lots of money and don’t owe anyone anything, 

yet they are very stressed over money.  They are stressed to the point that they no longer have 

time for God or their family or friends.  Quiet times are a thing of the past.  Church on Sunday 

becomes another place to have a business meeting.  Evenings and weekends are spent at the 

office rather than with the family.  These folks have chosen to place the material areas of their 

lives above their relationship with God and they are experiencing financial bondage.   

 

What are some of the symptoms of financial bondage?   

 

What are some of the ―things‖ you might see operating in your material life that lead to financial 

bondage? 

 

1. Worry: Uncontrolled anxiety over retirement, job security, old age, total health, etc. 
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2. Anger: Do you have periodic emotional flare-ups linked to periodic financial flare-ups?  

Or perhaps you get angry over what others have and you don’t have?  

 

3. Greed: Do you find yourself wanting the ―most,‖ the ―biggest,‖ the ―best, or what 

someone else has? 

 

4. Resentment: This is when you blame someone else for your financial situation. 

 

5. Self-indulgence: Do you buy things with little or no utility? 

6. Poor record keeping: Not balancing your checkbook and not living on a budget is a 

symptom of financial bondage. 

 

These are some of the symptoms of financial bondage.  These are the ―things‖ you might try to 

―fix.‖  But remember, these are symptoms.  They are not the underlying problems.  God’s Word 

says financial difficulties are symptoms–the problems are spiritual.     

 

What are some underlying “spiritual” problems that lead to financial bondage?    

 

Here are just a few: 

 

1. Financial ignorance: Proverbs 24:3-4 says, “By wisdom a house is built, and through 

understanding it is established; through knowledge its rooms are filled with rare and 

beautiful treasures.”  Remember, you get into financial trouble, for the most part, 

because you don’t know what God’s Word has to say about wealth and stewardship.  You 

need to remember that it is God’s wisdom and knowledge that you lack and that He 

promises to give you both if you ask (James 1:1). 

 

2. Another cause of financial bondage might be your attitude about the material areas of 

your life.  You find in James 3:16 that, “For where you have envy and selfish ambition, 

there you find disorder and every evil practice.”  If you have the attitude that says, ―I’ve 

got to have it!‖  Or, ―I truly deserve it!‖  Watch out!  This is not the attitude of a Godly 

steward. 

 

3. Poor planning can also help financial bondage along.  Remember that Proverbs 16:9 

says, “In his heart a man plans his course, but the Lord determines his steps.”   This is a 

problem for many Christians.  True, this scripture says that no matter how poorly you 

plan your life; the Lord can choose to direct your steps.  But, the Lord doesn’t want mere 

spectators on His team. He wants participants.  He wants you to come down out of the 

stands, suit up, and get onto the field and into the ―game.‖  He wants you to plan for the 

short and long term. 

 

These are just a few of the ―spiritual‖ conditions that lead to the ―attitude‖ of financial bondage.  

But, is there a way out?  Yes!   

 

Here are some examples of financial symptoms, related spiritual problems, and suggested 

courses of action. 
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1. Symptoms:   Past due bills, worry, and excessive credit 

 Problem: Financial ignorance, self-indulgence 

 Solution: Discipline, excellence, ask for help 

 

2. Symptoms: Abnormal losses, risks, hasty decisions 

 Problem: Get-rich-quick attitude 

 Solution: Patience, prayer, planning, ask for help 

 

3. Symptoms: Sloppy records, deficient accounts, no budget 

 Problem: Slothfulness, laxness  

 Solution: Developing plans, ask for help 

 

4. Symptoms: Envy, resentment, bitterness 

 Problem: Covetousness 

 Solution: Contentment, acceptance of God’s authority, ask for help 

 

5. Symptoms: Self-indulgence, lavishness, waste, ego 

 Problem: Greed, pride 

 Solution: Discipline, moderation, ask for help 

 

Most importantly... 

 

The most important thing about financial bondage is that, according to God, there is always a 

way out.  1 Corinthians 10:13 says, “No temptation has seized you except what is common to 

man.  And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear.  But when 

you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.”   

 

There is a way out of financial bondage.  The way out is to get closer to God, learn what He says, 

then act on what He gives you to do.   

 

 

Where do you go for help?  Perhaps your church has a financial counseling 

ministry.  If not I suggest you contact the Dave Ramsey group 

(www.daveramsey.com), Crown Ministries (www.crown.org) or you can 

contact us at Christian Financial Ministries (www.good-steward.org or call us 

at 678-797-9444). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.daveramsey.com/
http://www.crown.org/
http://www.good-steward.org/
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Debt Free Living God’s Way 

Session 9 

“Financial Freedom” 
 

Financial Freedom (―Debt Free Living God’s Way‖) is God’s plan for your life!  

So, it’s time we talk about what financial freedom is.  Next time we’ll talk 

about how to get it.  What is financial freedom?   

 

One place to start is to see what “financial freedom” is NOT.   

 

For example, financial freedom does not include all that goes along with 

financial bondage.  Financial freedom does not include fear, worry, frustration, 

greed, covetousness, or a ―get rich quick‖ attitude.  These are all conditions of 

financial bondage, not financial freedom. 

 

What is financial freedom?   

 

Financial freedom literally means the release from financial bondage.  Philippians 4:6 tells you, 

“...not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 

present your requests to God...”   

 

You are told by God not to fret and not to have anxiety about anything.  Please NOTE: He is not 

asking you.  He is telling you.  Therefore, if you do fret, if you do worry, then you are 

disobeying and out of God’s will in this area.  All freedom in God, including financial freedom, 

comes from being in God’s will, not out of it. 

 

Financial freedom means peace.   

 

1 Corinthians 14:33 says, “...for God is not a God of disorder but of peace...”   

 

Again, if you don’t have peace, if you have confusion, anger, fear, envy, and all the rest, then 

you should recognize that you have not surrendered the material part of your life over to the 

Lordship of Jesus Christ.  Financial freedom means peace–that peace that surpasses all 

understanding. 

 

However, does “financial freedom” mean you will have a life free of financial and material 

difficulties?  

 

Absolutely not!  Psalm 9:9 says, “The Lord is a refuge for the oppressed, a stronghold in times 

of trouble.”   
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Jesus Christ tells you in John 16:33, “In this world you will have trouble.  But take heart!  I have 

overcome the world.”   

 

God is telling you that you will have times of trouble.  You are going to have tough times.  But, 

as you have already seen, these times should strengthen your faith, not destroy it.  

And by the way, along the way, you are going to fail!  

 

When you try to live according to the financial principles in God’s Word, many times you will 

fall short.  When you do, please remember that you are in very good company.  There is only one 

Person who ever walked the face of this earth Who never failed...the Lord Jesus Christ.   

 

Even His Disciples failed.  They failed many times including in the Garden of Gethsemane.  

What did Jesus do?  Did He come back and beat them up about the head and shoulders?  No.  He 

told them to get up and get on with their work.   

 

He tells you not to allow your failures to hold you back.  You need to learn the lesson then get on 

with life in Christ.  (Someone once said, the only good disciple you’ll ever see is a bad one who 

didn’t give up!)   God does not promise you a life void of material difficulties.  He does promise 

to walk through the difficult times with you, and use hard times to help you, and others, if you let 

Him. 

 

One last word on financial freedom from Proverbs 10:22,  

 

“It is the blessing of the Lord that brings wealth, and He adds no trouble to it.”  To me, this 

means that the things He provides don’t come with large monthly payments or balloon notes.  

When He provides, it is good and you know it! 

   

What is financial freedom?  It is an attitude.  It has no relationship to how much you own or owe.  

Financial freedom is much more a journey than a destination.   

 

Next time we will give you some tools to help you manage the journey to financial freedom and 

Debt Free Living God’s Way.‖ 
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Debt Free Living God’s Way 

Session 10 

“The Journey to Debt Free Living God’s Way” 

Steps 1-4 
 

Debt Free Living God’s Way is the ―financial peace of mind‖ that 

comes when you accept God’s position as the ―Owner‖ and your 

position as a steward or ―manager.‖   You begin to experience 

Debt Free Living God’s Way when you have the material 

―things‖ of this life and begin to put aside worry, frustration, greed, 

covetousness, or a get rich quick attitude.  You can enjoy Debt 

Free Living God’s Way whether you owe or own a little or a 

lot, whether you are young or young-at-heart, whether you are 

single or married, male or female.  Financial freedom means 

peace, the peace that surpasses all understanding. 

 

That’s what Debt Free Living God’s Way is, but how do you get it?  I hesitate to suggest a 

financial freedom ―list‖ or a ―method‖ because peace with God is based on a relationship, not a 

list of rules and regulations.  But, there are some steps you can take to start your journey toward 

financial freedom and Debt Free Living God’s Way.   

 

Step One: Accept Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and Savior.   

 

Only then can the Holy Spirit lead you to understand and apply what God’s Word has to say.  

Have you come to the place in your life where you know for sure that if you die today you will 

go to heaven?  If you have any doubts, please talk with your pastor, a Christian friend, or click 

on ―Christ At The Center‖ on our Internet home page at www.good-steward.org.   

 

Step Two:  Saturate your mind with God’s way of thinking. 

 

Simply put, you need to get into His Word to understand what He has to say and why.  Your 

mind is probably so in a tune to the world’s way of thinking that you first must become 

orientated or reoriented to God’s way of thinking.  God tells you that His Word cleanses you as it 

washes away the impurities of this world.  You need to hear, read, memorize, meditate and study 

the Word of God.  Make no mistake, this step is work, hard work, and it takes time and 

discipline.  But remember, this step isn’t working for your salvation.  It is the process Paul calls 

working out your salvation.  

 

Step Three:  Transfer ownership of everything you have to God. 

 

How?  It can be very simple. One way is to write down on a sheet of paper,  ―Today, God, I deed 

over to you everything in my possession‖ (all your stuff, your family, your job, your health, or 

education, etc.)  Then sign it, date it, and stick it on the mirror or refrigerator so you can see it.   

 

http://www.good-steward.org/
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Does God care about that piece of paper?  No!  He does care about your attitude.  The reason 

why you write that note is to help the Holy Spirit help you keep your attitude in check.  The 

piece of paper reminds you of the attitude you want to have and the promise you made.  It helps 

to remind you that God is the owner.      

Step Four: Pray. 

 

Prayer was important to Jesus and it ought to be important to you .  The Bible tells you that 

Jesus would get up before daylight to pray.  Sometimes He would spend the whole night praying.  

Jesus made spending time with God the number one priority in His life.  That is how Jesus knew 

what God wanted Him to do.   

 

His disciples knew by watching Jesus’ lifestyle that His power was connected to the time He 

spent praying.  I believe that’s why they asked Him, “Lord, teach us to pray...” (Luke 11:1). 

 

You need to bring your concerns to God through prayer, then, give God time to provide.  But, 

your normal attitude may be more like, ―I want it and I want it now.‖   

 

In counseling I hear some say, ―I’m just waiting on God.  I’m waiting on God to bless me, to 

prosper me...I’m waiting on Him to deliver me.‖  Sure, these statements sound good, almost 

spiritual.  But I wonder if these folks really know much about God.  Because the Bible clearly 

teaches that when it comes to the blessings of God, we are not waiting on Him.  He is waiting on 

us!  And, He’s been waiting for a long time.  What is He waiting for?  Mostly, our obedience (2 

Chronicles 16:9).  Remember, patience in the Kingdom, waiting in the Kingdom, is never  a 

waste of time.  Patience frees God to answer prayer. 

 

When you pray, you need to pray according to His will.   How do you know the will of God?  I 

believe you need to ask the right question.  For example, I used to pray, ―God, please show me 

Your will for my life.‖  Now I believe there is a better question, ―Lord, please show me Your 

will.‖  Do you see the difference?  ―His will, rather than His will for my life.‖  What I find is that 

He shows me His will by showing me where He’s working.  When He shows me where He’s 

working, that’s His invitation for me to come along.  Only then does His will becomes His will 

for my life.  I need to place the emphasis on His will, not my life.   

 

I don’t believe God will often show you what He is going to do.  But He does  promise you to 

always reveal to you who He is–and that is really all you need to begin to discern God’s will. 

 

When you pray, you need to give God time to respond, seek His will, and learn to follow His 

directions.  No matter how slight God’s instructions may seem to you, you need to take them 

seriously.  Remember, God does not often start showing you His will by sending you to Africa.  

He more often starts in the little things.  He starts where you are today.  He might tell you one 

little thing to do that will change your whole life.  But He probably won’t tell you that if you do 

―it‖ your whole life will change.  He’ll just tell you to do it.  If you choose to obey, your whole 

life will be wonderfully and marvelously changed.  If you don’t, it won’t. 

 

These are the first four of eight steps you can take along God’s path to financial freedom.  

We’ll look at the next four next time. 
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Debt Free Living God’s Way 

Session 11 

“The Journey to Debt Free Living God’s Way” 

Step 5 
 

Remember that Debt Free Living God’s Way starts with the 
―financial peace of mind‖ that comes when you accept God=s 

position as AOwner@ and your position as steward or 

―manager.‖   You can enjoy Debt Free Living God’s Way 

whether you owe or own a little or a lot, whether you are young 
or young-at-heart, whether you are single or married, male 

or female.  Debt Free Living God’s Way means peace, the 

peace that surpasses all understanding. 
 

How do you get this peace?  There are steps you can choose to take but only 
if you remember that peace with God is based on a relationship, not a list of rules and 

regulations.  The first four of eight steps on your ―Journey to Debt Free Living God’s 
Way‖ are to ask Jesus Christ into your heart as Lord and Savior, get into God=s Word, 

give Him title to all that you have, and learn to spend time with Him in prayer.   
 

Step number five: You must learn to set the right balance in your life.   

 
Here is a scriptural sequence of priorities to consider. 

 
First is God.   Luke 12:31 tells you to, ―...seek first His kingdom...‖ This means being 

devoted to a Person, not a cause.  It means getting to know God, not just knowing 
about God.  It means concentrating on God, not yourself.  This is not easy.   

 

Do you know when I have the hardest time concentrating on God?  It’s when I=m right 

in the middle of all His blessings.  I have no trouble remembering to seek Him when 

times are hard.  During the good times, well, that=s a different story.  I find troubles 

usually drive me to God.  I sometimes allow His blessings to turn me elsewhere.   

 
For married folks, your spouse is your second priority.   “Husbands, love your 

wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her...” (Ephesians 5:25).  
“Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord” (Ephesians 5:22).   

 
Please notice the first verse seems to carry a much heavier burden than the second.  

The husband is the one told to love his wife, not the other way around.  Why?  The Lord 
knows that if I love my wife as Christ loves the church, I’ll never have to worry whethe r 

or not my wife loves me. 

 
Also, have you noticed your spouse is somehow different than you are?  In my family, 

one likes to stay up and get up late, the other likes to go to bed and get up early.  One 
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never gets lost, the other couldn’t=t find the way out of a paper sack.  One is forever 

messing, the other forever cleaning.   

 

We are different and different for a good reason.  Larry Burkett used to say, ―if God puts 
two people together who were exactly alike, one would not be necessary.‖  Husbands 

and wives are designed and put together to be a team--to build on each other=s 

strengths and compensate for each other=s weaknesses.  

 
Your third priority should be your children.  ―Fathers, do not exasperate your 

children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord” (Ephesians 
6:4).  You need to remember you are not tasked to train up your children.  You are 

tasked to train up future adults.   
 

This means you need to spend time with them and learn to deal with their individual 

personalities.  You are not to try to mold them as much as to help unfold them into the 
people God designed them to be. 

 
Your fourth priority is your work.  This is perhaps the most abused priority.  Yes, you 

are to work as unto the Lord (Colossians 3:23).  But you must also keep your work from 
consuming an inappropriate or disproportionate share of your resources, especially your 

time.  Remember.  It=s balance that the Lord wants in your life. 

 

Your fifth priority is your ministry.  Beware of anything that competes with your 

loyalty to Jesus Christ!  One of the greatest competitors for your devotion TO Jesus 
Christ is your service FOR Jesus Christ.  You need to realize you are not sent to do 

battle for the Lord.  You are sent to be used by the Lord in His battles.  Do you see the 
difference? 

 
Ministry is a natural extension of your faith.  The problem becomes a question of 

balance.  For example, you can substitute your work for the Lord for your relationship 
with the Lord.   

 

Likewise, you can get so tied up in working for the Lord that your time and relationships 
with our spouse and children suffer needlessly.  Look at Mary and Martha.  Mary had a 

stronger desire to be with Jesus than to serve Jesus.  She chose Him, even above 
service to Him.  And Jesus Christ said she made the right choice.  Yes, you are to serve 

your Lord Jesus Christ, but never at the cost of your relationship with your Lord Jesus 
Christ.   

 

Ministries are a normal, natural result of a life that has Christ at the center.  Ministries 
are a priority, but not THE priority.  They must be kept in balance with all the other areas 

of your life.   
 

Oswald Chambers once said, ―The central thing about the kingdom of Jesus Christ is a 
personal relationship with Jesus Christ, not public usefulness to men.  It is much more 
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important to get close and stay close to God than to prepare for works of public 

ministry.‖ 
 

Step five along your path on your “Path To Debt Free Living God’s Way” is to set 
the right priorities and balance in your life.  We’ll look at the final three steps to 

financial freedom next time. 
 

 

 

 

Debt Free Living God’s Way 

Session 12 

“The Journey to Debt Free Living God’s Way” 

Steps 6-8 
 

Debt Free Living God’s Way includes financial freedom.  
Financial freedom is the ―financial peace of mind@ that comes 

when you accept God=s position as ―Owner@ and your 

position as steward or ―manager.‖   You can enjoy Debt Free 

Living God’s Way whether you owe or own a little or a lot, 
whether you are young or young-at-heart, whether you are 

single or married, male or female.  Debt Free Living God’s 
Way means peace, the peace that surpasses all 

understanding. 
 

How do you get this peace?  There are eight steps you can choose to take but only if 

you remember that peace with God is based on your relationship with God, and not 
based on a list of rules and regulations.  The first five steps along your ―Journey to Debt 

Free Living God’s Way‖ are:  Ask Jesus Christ into your heart as Lord and Savior, get 
into God=s Word, give Him title to all that you have, learn to spend time with Him in 

prayer, and learn to set the right balance in your life.  Here are the final three steps.     
 

Step 6:  Have a clear conscience. 

 

Conflicts (including financial disagreements) between fellow Christians are a reality of life this 

side of Heaven.  Jesus shows you in Matthew 18:15, 5:24 (and many other places in the Bible as 

well) how to handle these conflicts and disagreements in ways pleasing to God, without hurting 

the Body of Christ.   

 

This can be an unpleasant process because there is usually hurt pride involved.  Never 
the less, if you want to enjoy the blessing of financial freedom, you must have peace 

with God AND strive for peace with others.  Consider Acts 24:16, “So I strive always to 
keep my conscience clear before God and man.”        
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Step 7:  Avoid Indulgences. 

 

In Luke 9:23, Jesus says…. “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up 

his cross daily and follow me.”   

 

Jesus instructs you in John 6:27 not to work “for food that spoils, but for food that 
endures.”   

 

An indulgence is something that has little or no utility or practical value.  You first must 
learn how to identify your indulgences (as we have already seen) then learn how to 

control your indulgences.  To control does not necessarily mean to eliminate.  For 
example, shopping may lead to impulse buying, but shopping is also a major form of 

entertainment and recreation in our society today.  The best way to enjoy shopping, 
control impulse buying, and therefore limit indulgences is to use a budget and 

thoroughly investigate all major purchases before you buy.   
 

Step 8:  Accept God’s Provision. 

 

The last step along God’s path to financial freedom is for you to learn to accept God’s provision.  

God’s Word tells you to learn to be content in your circumstances (Philippians 4:11), content 

with your wages (Luke 3:14), content in good times or bad (Philippians 4:12), even to be content 

without a home (Matthew 8:20).   

 

One way to be content is to adjust your lifestyle to fit your income so that you spend 

less than you make.  If you find you spend more than you make you can choose to cut 
costs, increase income, or use credit.  The first two can lead to contentment; credit most 

often does not.   
 

Many times you end up spending more than you make and ask God to make up the 
difference.  You need to learn to adjust your life-style to your income.  Don’t presume 

God will provide for the lifestyle you set for yourself.       
 

Proverbs 3:5-6 and Philippians 4:19 tell you that God will provide for you and will not 

forsake you.  The question is, do you really trust God, or do you just say it with your 
mouth?  It is one thing to say that you trust God.   It is something else to be forced to 

trust God because you are out of work, with no income in sight, with bills to pay and 
food to buy to feed your family.  Are you in a position of having to trust God with your 

finances?  If you are, trust Him, adjust your lifestyle, and move away from trusting in 
credit.  Then you will begin to know contentment. 

 

Summary   
 

Well, there you have it.  You now have the eight steps along your ―Journey to Debt Free 
Living God’s Way.  You may already be working on one or more of these sets.  And any 

one or more of these just might take you the rest of your life to come to grips with.  Let 
me conclude with a suggestion.  Look at Debt Free Living God’s Way as a journey, not 
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a destination.  Consider these steps as tools to help you manage your journey.  You 

probably will not find complete freedom this side of seeing Jesus Christ face-to-face.  
But these steps give you the tools to respond to the difficult times you know you can 

expect as you walk with the your Lord. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Debt Free Living God’s Way 

Session 13 

“Five-Step Debt Free Living God’s Way Action Plan” 

Steps 1 & 2 
 

Debt Free Living God’s Way is what God wants for each one of us.  

It’s His plan for you.  Debt Free Living God’s Way is peace with God 

as you learn to manage all that He places into your spiritual trust 

account.  Debt Free Living God’s Way is literally the absence of 

financial bondage--the absence of fear and worry.  That is what Debt 

Free Living God’s Way is.  But how do you get it?  What specifically 

can you do?  I suggest you add to your understanding of ―The Journey 

to Debt Free Living God’s Way.‖  Add a ―Debt Free Living God’s Way‖ Action Plan.  

 

Step One: Learn to write down your budget plans. 

 
Put pen to paper and write down whatever you, your family, and the Lord decide is 

appropriate in every budget category (housing, transportation, food, entertainment, 
medical, clothing, etc.)  Why?  Because, having no written plan is the same as having 

no plan.  According to God’s Word, not to plan is slothful.  God wants you to be 
disciplined, organized, and yet not legalistic.  One way to become disciplined and 

organized in your planning, especially in budget planning, is to write down your plans.  
Well thought out, prayed over and written down plans help strike a balance between 

slothfulness and legalism. 

 
Step Two: Identify your needs, wants and desires.   

 
―Needs‖ are the basic material necessities of life.  Needs are the minimum amounts it 

takes to provide housing, food, clothing, medical care, etc.  ―Wants‖ cover the same 



 36 

budget categories but at a higher quality or quantity level.  ―Desires‖ cover the same 

budgeting areas but at a level where price is no object. 
 

Let me give you an example.  In our society today, most of us have a requirement for 
transportation--we need some way to get around.  Most of the time this transportation 

requirement is met in the form of a car.  A ―needs‖ level car could be a 1985 VW bug 
with faded red paint and torn upholstery for about $700.  A car at the ―wants‖ level could 

be a 1990 Chevy for about $3500--bigger, more room, air conditioning, etc.  But if 

money were no object, we might fulfill the transportation requirement at the ―desires‖ 
level with a new $125,000 Mercedes-Benz.   

 
You should consider your needs, wants and desires for every budget category.  Are you 

operating at the needs level in one or more areas?   
Perhaps God is providing the resources to live at the wants level.  If so, and the 

resources are available to stay at this level, great.   
 

Sometimes, after all your obligations have been met, you can use some of your surplus 

funds to reach for some of your desires.  Many times God will give you the desires of 
your heart.   

 
Once you identify your needs, wants and desires it will be much easier to change your 

lifestyle if you have a hard time paying your bills.  It is hard to cut much from the needs 
level.  It can be easier to move from wants to needs, or from desires to wants or needs.   

 

 One of the best ways for you to move to lower levels of satisfaction (from wants 
to needs, etc.) is to do some of the things around the house yourself rather than 

hiring it done.  This may be a little inconven ient, but it’s a great way to save 
money.  For example you can change our own oil in the car, do your own pest 

control, or fix your own leaky faucets, etc. 

 You can also substitute lower depreciation items for higher ones.  For example 
you can use Consumer Reports to help select the best buy.  You can buy used 

cars, or make your current car last a little longer.  By the way, most cars are not 
worn out in the first four years of life—they are traded in just because the owners 

get tired of them or because the maintenance has been so neglected they’re 

afraid of them.  Cars cost you dearly in the first four years, but in the second four 
years and beyond, they begin to get a lot more reasonable if they are properly 

cared for.   

 You can learn to cut back on buying ―convenience‖ items like paper plates, 

prepared foods, etc. 

 Look for ways to conserve.  I believe we need to do more of this anyway, but this 
is especially important to someone trying to reduce expenses and get out of debt.  

Learn to turn off the lights, turn off the faucets, adjust the thermostat, turn off the 
kids, use menus and coupons to shop for food, or join a food coop.  Adjust your 

driving habits and consolidate trips to save gas. 
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Most of us try to get out of debt while we try to maintain the same self-indulgent lifestyle 

that got us into debt in the first place.  Then we wonder why we fail.  We wonder why we 
don’t see God’s hand at work.   

 
The first step in your Debt Free Living God’s Way Action Plan is to reduce your 

financial plans to writing.  Then, step two, learn to understand and adjust your 
needs, wants and desires. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Debt Free Living God’s Way 

Session 14 

“Your Five-Step Debt Free Living God’s Way Action Plan” 

Step 3 
 

Remember that Debt Free Living God’s Way is a choice.  You choose 

the peace of that comes w Free Living God’s Way when you choose to 

learn to manage your ―wealth‖ according to God’s principles.  One of 

God’s financial principles is to plan.  Step 1 of ―Your Five-Step  Debt 

ith Debt Free Living God’s Way Action Plan‖ is to write down your 

needs, wants, and desires for each budget category.  Once you form your 

written plan (budget) and you find that you cannot pay our monthly bills, 

you move to Step 2--learn to cut back to the essentials (needs) of life.   

 

Now Step 3: Think Before You Buy.   

 

Here are some suggestions to consider BEFORE you buy. 

 

1. Pay only with cash or check.  Stop using your credit cards.  Try this for one 

month.  You will find you think and plan more--much more.  Plus, at the end of 

the month you will find you will have spent far less than normal for the ―normal‖ 

things of life.  (Credit card companies have statistics to show that you will 

―normally‖ spend 34% more if you use credit as compared to cash.)  If you really 

want some excitement in your life, go on a cash only basis AND carry a small 

note pad to write down every thing you spend down to one penny.  This simple 

exercise will help you identify and correct some of your poor spending habits. 
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2. Is the “thing” you want to buy a necessity or an indulgence.  Can you meet the 

―need‖ for this ―thing‖ in any other way? 

 

3. Does it reflect your Christian ethics?  For example, what magazines, TV, radio, 

INTERNET, etc., do you allow into your home?  Do you even know what is in 

your home? 

 

4. Is this the very best possible price you can get?  Are you buying on impulse?  

You are if you don’t take the time to check around for better prices--check 

Consumers’ Reports, etc. 

 

5. Is it a highly depreciative item?  If it is, look for a better alternative.  For 

example, you can choose to buy used cars and appliances.  You can also choose to 

buy basic cars and appliances and forgo some or all the ―bells and whistles.‖   

 

6. Does it require costly upkeep?  There is nothing wrong with Christians owning 

boats, motor homes, lake lots, swimming pools, etc.  But, before you buy, 

consider the cost of upkeep.  Many folks get into trouble because they can afford 

to buy, but cannot afford to maintain. 

 

7. Can you rent or borrow rather than buy?  You don’t have to own all that you use 

or enjoy.   

 

8. And finally, does it bring you closer to God?  I love to hunt and fish.  I know a 

lot of great fishermen.  Most of them try to convince me fish always bite 

better…on Sunday mornings. 

 

Remember, all the thinking and planning in the world will not bless you.    

 

Only God blesses.  When you spend the time to think and plan you place yourself in a position 

for God to bless you.  Thinking and planning are not easy, but they are essential to Godly 

stewardship (management).  Thinking and planning are not examples of working for your 

salvation.  They are examples of what Paul calls working out your salvation.  

 

Next time we will cover the final two steps of “Your Five-Step Debt Free Living God’s Way 

Action Plan”--Avoid Leverage and Practice Saving. 
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Debt Free Living God’s Way 

Session 15 

“Your Five-Step Debt Free Living God’s Way Action Plan” 

Steps 4 & 5 
 

God gives you a choice to experience Debt Free Living God’s Way 

as you learn to manage your resources in ways pleasing to 

Him.  This choice takes planning.  ―Your Five-Step Debt 

Free Living God’s Way Action Plan‖ is a great place to 

start.  Step 1 is to learn to budget.  Step 2 is to identify and 

write down your needs, wants and desires for each budget 

category to help make ―cut-back‖ or ―upgrade‖ decisions.  

Step 3 is to ―Think Before You Buy‖--God gives you a mind 

and he expects you to use it.   

 

Step 4:  Avoid Leverage 

 

Leverage is when you buy something (house, car, etc) with little if any down payment.  
Let me be clear—the use of leverage in itself does not violate any spiritual principle I 

can find except when leverage leads to surety.  The problem is that leverage most 
always leads to surety.   

 

What is surety?  Surety is taking on a debt without a clear way to repay.  You buy a house using  

surety if you assume that if you can’t make the payments you will always be able to sell it or 

give it back to the bank and walk away and owe nothing.  It is surety if you believe the house 

will always be worth more than what you owe because houses ―always go up‖ in value.  Houses 
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do not always go up in value—just ask those who had to sell in real estate ―down markets‖ 

(California, Florida, Alaska, etc.).   

 

It’s the same with a car.  No new car is worth what you paid for it as soon as your drive it off the 

lot.  Many cars are only worth one-half what you paid in less than two years after you buy.   

 

You should try to buy major purchases such as houses and cars with enough down payments so 

that if you are forced to sell you will not owe the lender after the sale.  Owing the lender after the 

sale is an example of leverage that leads to surety.  If you avoid leverage you will avoid surety. 

 

So, how do you ―avoid leverage‖ and still buy a home or car.  The world teaches you to borrow 

what the ―bank‖ says you can afford.  The truth is that most home lenders will approve a home 

loan for approximately 35% more than a balanced budget can afford.  So what do you do?  Here 

is one suggestion.  Live on a budget long enough to know how much you can afford to spend on 

a monthly basis to finance a home (principle and interest, etc.).  For example, if you find that 

after six months of budgeting, you can afford $750 each month in rent and still have a balanced 

budget, you could choose to spend that same $750 (more or less) for a mortgage payment.   

 

Then, start saving for a down payment.  When you are ready to buy, ask the bank how much you 

can borrow based on your cash down payment AND the amount you can afford to repay ($750 

per month, etc.).  The amount the bank will lend for the $750 monthly repayment plus your down 

payment savings equals the home price you can afford. 

 

Step 5:  Practice Saving:   

 
You need to develop the habit of saving even if you only save a small amount each 

paycheck.  One reason to save is so that when something breaks or wears out, you can 
fix or replace it without borrowing.   

 

However, some may have ―good reasons‖ not to save.  Some may say, ―I can not save a lot—

therefore, it is meaningless to save anything.‖  But, according to God’s Word, it is not  

meaningless to save small amounts.  Why?  Because it is the attitude that leads to the habit which 

is far more important than the amount.  Plus, saving a little for a long time is a great way to 

accumulate wealth. 

 

Some might think God frowns on a Christian who saves anything.  If this is what you believe, 

please reconsider Proverbs 21:20, “…there are stores of choice food and oil in the house of the 

wise, but the foolish man devours all that he has.” 

 

I believe God’s Word teaches you, even encourages you to save.  Therefore, it is something you 

need to do as part of Your Plan of Action. 

 

Parting Thoughts:   

 

―Your Five-Step Financial Action Plan‖ is all about learning how to open the door, in 
faith, that God will act.  God is not like the Devil.  God will not force His way into your 
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life.  He comes in when you ask Him.  That’s what happened to me the day I was born 

again.  I opened the door just a crack and God’s mercy flooded into my heart and 
changed me forever.  And that is how He entered to change my finances.  I opened the 

door in obedient faith and He changed my finances forever.  Do you want Him to come 
into your life—ask Him.  Do you want Him to take over the material areas of your life—

ask Him.   
 

Throughout the Bible, every mighty exploit that was done, every time the mercy of God flooded 

into a situation, every time a miracle was performed, someone had to have faith.  Someone had 

to believe God enough to act on His Word and open the door. 

 

The same is true today.  It’s true for YOU today.  However wide you open that door of faith is 

how much of God’s mercy and goodness will flow into your life.  He will fill up every inch you 

give Him.  I am telling you, He is ready.  He is eagerly yearning to bless you.  So, do not think 

you are waiting of God.  God is waiting on you.  Why not put this Five Step Financial Action 

Plan into action, in faith, and see how God responds? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Debt Free Living God’s Way 

Session 16 

“Godly Giving” 

The Tithe 
 

Let me ask you a question:  Do you like change?  No, 

I don’t mean the coins in your pocket.  I mean change 
as in doing something different.  Most of us don’t like 

change because doing something different can be 

uncomfortable.       
 

It’s the same with Godly Giving.  You need to 
understand and apply what the Bible says about 

giving.  This means you may need to ―change‖ some of your giving practices.  Are you 
willing to experience some discomfort as you learn more about ―Godly Giving?‖   

 
We’ll spend several times together talking about ―Godly Giving.‖  During these times 

together we’ll talk about the tithe, giving beyond the tithe, then answer some of the most 

common questions that surround ―Godly Giving‖ (how much is the tithe, do we give on 
the net or the gross, with whom are we to share, and many more). 

 
The tithe and religious folklore. 
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As you begin to consider the tithe, one of the first things you need to do, is to do away 

with some ―tithing‖ religious folklore.  On one extreme are those who believe tithing is 
legalism meant only for the Old Testament Jew.  Not so, according to the New 

Testament. 
 

The other extreme is the New Testament legalese that considers the tithe above almost 
anything else, even to the point that tithing is required to be a Christian.  Here the theory 

is that tithing assures spirituality.  This also is not true.  Remember what Christ said 

about the Pharisees in Matthew 23:23?  He condemned their self-righteousness 
because even though they tithed down to the last mint leaf in their garden, they left 

other things undone–such as living in truth and love.    
 

I believe a brief Bible survey will help show you that the truth about the tithe lies 
somewhere in between these two extremes.   

 
In Genesis 14:20 and Hebrews 7:1-10, Abram (later Abraham) tithed to acknowledge 

God’s ownership.  Abram was not legalistic because Abram had no law.  The written 

law did not come around until Moses some 430 years later.   Abram tithed because he 
loved God and was convicted that everything (including Abram’s son Isaac) belonged to 

God. 
 

In Deuteronomy 14:23 you are told to tithe to learn to revere God (to learn to fear the 
Lord our God).   

 

Then in Proverbs 1:7 you find “the fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge...” To 
me this means that if you look for ways to be wise with your finances, you should first 

look to God.  According to God, one of the best ways to seek such wisdom is through 
tithing.  You tithe a part of the whole, receive wisdom to manage all that remains, then 

find that all that remains goes so much farther that the whole ever did. 
 

In Malachi 3:8-10, God surrounds the tithe with both a blessing and a warning.   “Trust 
Me, bring to Me the full measure of your tithes and offerings that I may open the 

storehouse for you and give it back.”  You can clearly see the blessing of the opened 

storehouse.  But, don’t miss the warning not to withhold from God what He asks–the 
tithe. 

 
If you carefully search the Bible, you will find that the New Testament Jew often gave as 

many as three tithes: 10% a year to the Levites, 10% a year to the Jewish widows and 
orphans, and every third year 10% to help feed the gentile widows and orphans.  This 

averages to 23.3% a year.  The New Testament Jew knew about tithing.   

 
In 2

nd
 Corinthians 9:7 you find, “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart 

to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”   Here you 
can see that God is concerned with the attitude of your heart, not the amount you give.  

He is concerned about the condition of the container, not the contents.  God desires are 
for your heart, your love, your devotion and your passion, not your money.   
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Then in Romans 11:35 you find, “Who has ever given to God that God should repay 
him?”  God is under absolutely no obligation to ever repay to you what you give Him.  

He may and often does.  He may choose to bless you in any way He chooses.  His 
blessing choices are just that—His choices. 

 
You find four tithing truths from these and other tithing verses in God’s Word. 

 

1. Your tithe is a testimony of God’s ownership.   
 

2. As the result of tithing you can expect God to bless you with wisdom and other 
blessings as well.   

 
3. You are cautioned to give freely with a cheerful heart.   

 
4. God is under no obligation to return blessings in kind--to return dollar-for-dollar.  

He chooses the blessings and His choices are always best.  Basically, you do not 

tithe to get close to God; you tithe because you are already close to God. 
 

Are you comfortable with these Biblical principles?  Next time we’ll cover more principles, 

present some practical applications, and answer some specific ―giving‖ questions.  
 

 

 

Debt Free Living God’s Way 

Session 17 

“Godly Giving” 

Obedient and Abundant Giving 
 

Debt Free Living God’s Way involves Godly Giving.  The tithe is the 

first of four levels of Godly Giving.  At this first level you give as a 

testimony that God owns everything.  I believe God’s Word shows 

you that the tithe is the minimum testimony for any Christian.  

However, Godly Giving goes well beyond the tithe. 

 
The second giving level is giving out of obedience.  

 
Giving out of obedience is giving with others who are in need out of a conviction that 

they shouldn’t be without.   

 
The logic for giving out of obedience is very straightforward.  As a Christian, you predetermine 

that you will do what God tells you to do—right?  And, recall that God will hold you 

accountable to do what He tells you to do.   
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With this in mind, recall that God tells you in James 2:15-16, “Suppose a brother or sister is 

without clothes and daily food.  If one of you says to him, Go, I wish you well; keep warm and 

well fed but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it?” 

 
When God places the needs of others on your heart and you help supply those needs, you are 

giving out of obedience.  Maybe it’s the need of a Christian organization you know and support.  

Perhaps it’s the victim of some natural disaster.  Or, it might involve helping to meet the needs of 

someone in your community, or in your church--including your pastor or someone on your 

church staff. 

 

One thing you will always find: When God lays a need on you heart He has already 
given you the ability and the resources to help meet some part of that need—maybe not 

the whole need but for sure some part of the whole need.  So, when you act on felt 
needs, you are acting in obedience, out of love for Jesus.  You are giving out of 

obedience. 
 

Giving out of obedience is summed up very nicely this way:  ―What you can do you 

should do.  In a world that couldn’t care less, you need to be a person who couldn’t care 
more.‖ 

 
The third giving level is to give from your abundance.   

 
God gives you many verses related to giving from your abundance.  Two really hit home 

for me.  First is 2 Corinthians 8:11-12 where you see that God expects you to give 

according to what you have, not according to what you do not have. 
But then in 2 Corinthians 8:14 you find, “At the present time your plenty will supply what they 

need, so that in turn their plenty will supply what you need.  Then there will be equality, as it is 

written: He who gathered much did not have too much and he who gathered little did not have 

too little.”  Therefore, to give from your abundance means you have much and you want to share 

with others who need much.   

 

Giving from your abundances requires two things: You must have both an abundance to give and 

a plan to give the abundance.  But you say, ―Sounds good, Bob, but first things first.  I don’t 

have much.  I don’t even have enough!  How am I supposed to be able to give from my 

abundance when I’m struggling to meet my own needs?‖   

 

The answer is you need to create a surplus.  How?  By adjusting your standard of living.  More 

specifically, you establish a surplus by applying God’s Word into your heart, onto paper in the 

form of a written plan, and then put that plan to work in your daily living.  You create a surplus 

by learning to live a more disciplined life--by learning to spend less than you make. 

 

Then, you need a plan.  You need both an abundance (surplus) to give and a plan to give the 

abundance.  Here again you may be thinking, ―Bob, I already live on a budget.  I already live a 

disciplined life.  But I still don’t have a surplus to give.‖   
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Well, it could be that God has not given you a surplus to give because you don’t have a plan to 

give the surplus if you had it.  You see, God knows your heart.  He knows that you might be 

tempted to spend your abundance on yourself or store it away.  Remember the foolish farmer, 

building new barns and all?  All of us have the tendency to do the same thing.  If we end up with 

an abundance, a surplus, we tend to store it away in our ―barns‖ (checking and savings accounts, 

investments, etc.).   

 

How do you make a plan to give from you abundance?  It’s easy.  Simply write down on a piece 

of paper how you promise to distribute your surplus should God send it your way.  Then post 

that paper where you can see it as a reminder to you of the promise you made to God.  And 

remember; it is better not to make a promise to God than to make it and not keep it.     

 

So far we have talked about the first three giving levels—the tithe, giving out of obedience, and 

giving from our abundance.  Next time we will look at sacrificial giving--the fourth and final 

level of Godly Giving you need to consider if you want to learn to enjoy Debt Free Living God’s 

Way. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Debt Free Living God’s Way 

Session 18 

“Godly Giving” 

Sacrificial Giving 
 

As a Christian, as someone seeking how to begin to experience Debt Free Living 

God’s Way, you must consider four ―Godly Giving‖ levels.  Level One is the tithe.  

Level Two is giving out of obedience.  Level Three is giving from your 

abundance.  This time together we’ll talk about Level four--sacrificial giving. 

 

Jesus gives you a clear reference to sacrificial giving. 

 

In Luke 21:1-4, Jesus and His disciples were standing in the Temple 

Court of the Women observing the Jews as they gave their gifts into the 

treasury.  ―As He looked up He also saw a poor widow put in two very 
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small copper coins.  I tell you the truth, he said, this poor widow has put in more than all the 

others.  All these people gave their gifts out of their wealth; but she out of her poverty put in all 

she had to live on.” 

 

This is an interesting choice of words.  Christ said that she put in an amount more than all the 

rest, and yet, it was only two small copper coins.  Therefore, the key had to have been her 

attitude, not the amount she gave.  She didn’t give to impress anybody --the Temple didn’t need 

her pennies because the Temple was covered with gold and brass inside and outside.  Nor did she 

give from her abundance (remember, she was a ―poor widow‖).  She gave all she had.  She gave 

her housing money, her food money, her entertainment and recreation money, her transportation 

money, her medical money, etc.  She gave it all because she had a need to sacrifice to God.   

 

Sacrificial giving is possible if you have little or if you have much.   

 

Beginning with some of your wants and desires, you can work into a pattern of living and giving 

that characterizes the life of Jesus Christ.  I believe that if we, who are so mightily blessed, are 

not willing to sacrifice for others, I believe God will simply reallocate His provision to those 

who are.   

 

Personal interpretations 

 

First, I believe God measures the value of your gift not by how much you give, but by how much 

you keep for yourself—an interesting thought to think about.   

 

Here’s another personal interpretation of God’s Word:  I don=t believe God=s will in any area of 

your spiritual life is like a pinhead upon which you are expected to balance.  I believe His will is 

a range in which you are free to operate.   

For example, He may not care whether you choose to be a ―butcher, a baker, or a candlestick 

maker.‖  But He gives you a minimum work ethic requirement no matter what you choose to do.  

You are expected to work as if unto Him. 

It’s the same with giving.  He gives you a minimum-giving requirement.  It’s called the tithe.  

You are told not to rob Him by withholding the tithe that is due Him.  But, God knows there 

would always be those who would want to do more than just the minimum.  So He gives you 

ways to move beyond the minimum giving level and receive even greater blessings.  He shows 

you how you can give out of obedience, or from your abundance, and even to give sacrificially.  

But a word of warning, these levels of giving are not for everyone; only those who choose to 

move to spiritually higher ground, those willing and wanting to go above and beyond the 

minimum requirement.  Is this the desire of your heart? 

 

Brief review. 

 

Remember early on in our times together we saw that how you handle the material areas of your 

life (including your giving) is an outside, visible indicator to you as to where you are inside 

spiritually with God.  How you choose to give is an indicator to you as to the quality of your 

relationship with Him.     
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Giving summary. 

 

In summary, I believe Giving God=s way is a shortcoming in the lives of many Christians today.  

But it is a shortcoming we can overcome.  It is not easy to give God=s way, but it is possible.  

It’s possible for you to give at any one or all of these levels, but only if you are committed to the 

fact that everything comes from Him, including the heart and strength to joyfully allow God to 

direct how you use what He gives you.    

 

What about you?   

 

Where do you stand before the Lord right now in the area of Godly Giving?  Are you 

experiencing the joy and blessings that come with the tithe, or from giving out of obedience, or 

from giving from your abundance, or from sacrificial giving?  God wants you to experience His 

blessings at the highest possible levels.   

 

He even helps you reach these levels, ―So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for 

I am you God.  I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with My righteous right 

hand.”  (Isaiah 41:10)  Remember,  ―I can do everything through Him who gives me strength.”   

(Philippians 4:13) 

 

Next time we will see how God answers the first two of four common giving questions:  ―What 

percentage is the tithe?‖ and, ―Are we to tithe on the net or the gross?‖  You might be surprised 

at His answers! 
 

 

 

Debt Free Living God’s Way 

Session 19 

“Godly Giving” 

Two Common Giving Questions 
 

When we, as Christians, study and talk about ―Godly Giving‖ lots and lots of 

questions come into play.  How you choose to answer these questions will go a 

long way to determine how you will respond to God’s call to give.  So, let’s 

spend some time taking a look at some ―common giving questions‖ and suggest 

some possible answers based on God’s Word.    

 

What percentage is the tithe?   

 

This is the most often asked question about giving.  The best answer may at first seem like a 

―cop-out.‖  I suggest the best answer is, ―it depends.‖   

 

According to the Bible, the word ―tithe‖ literally means one tenth.  This ―tenth‖ is the 
minimum amount God expects from you as a believer as a testimony that you have 

surrendered to Him the whole.  The tithe is the minimum amount God expects but you 
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should not feel limited by this amount.  God’s Word teaches that you should give 

whatever the Holy Spirit convicts you to give.  If for you the tithe is 15%, give it.  If it is 
25%, give it.  If for you the tithe is 50% then PTL and give it!   

 

But what if you want to start tithing and can’t see a way to reach the tenth.  What do you do?  I 

suggest you start wherever you can and build from there.  God knows the attitude of your heart.  

If you have the heart to tithe, but can’t, ask God to give you the means to tithe.  If you have the 

means, but don’t tithe, ask God to give you the heart.  God is the center of the tithe.  He can give 

you both the heart and the means…just ask Him. 

 

But a word or warning about the tithe.  Don’t become legalistic and blindly follow ―religious‖ 

rules and regulations, including gritting your teeth and scratching to tithe down to the last cent.  

Remember, rules and regulations are signs of religions designed to please men.  Christianity is 

not a religion.  Christianity is a relationship that brings glory to God.  We tithe as a testimony to 

God not man. 
 

A short and true story.   

 

The pastor of a large church did a survey and found out that his church’s giving patterns were 

pretty much average: twenty percent gave eighty percent of the money.  Less than three percent 

of them tithed.  One Sunday morning, he took the offering plate through the church himself.  He 

opened every envelope and looked at every check and counted every dollar bill.  Needless to say, 

this caused quite a commotion. 

For the entire week after that service the church was abuzz.  Some people were irritated, and 

everybody wondered what he was up to.   

 

The following Sunday he gave a message entitled, ―Are you more concerned about what men 

know than what God knows?‖  The point was, why be concerned about your pastor knowing 

how much you give?  Why aren’t you concerned what God knows? 

 

How much the tithe?  It depends.  It depends on your relationship with God.  

 

Do I tithe on the net or the gross?    

 

In Proverbs 3:9 you find that you are to honor God from the first fruits of your harvest (of the 

increase that you realize).  Then in Leviticus 27:30 you find, “A tithe of everything belongs to 

the Lord.”  I interpret these verses to mean you are to tithe from the gross.   

 

You also learned that when you tithe you gain God’s wisdom and God’s blessing.  So, do you 

tithe on the net or the gross?  I guess it depends upon whether you want God to bless the net or 

the gross. 

 

I encourage you and your family to stretch you faith in this area.  Whatever you think you can 

give, give a little more, and see if God will bless you as a result.  One practical way to stretch is 

to combine your minimum testimony with a test.  Remember you saw in Malachi you could test 

the Lord in this area. 
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A related question. 

 

While working with noted Christian financial author Larry Burkett, I came across this question:  

―Do you think it’s proper for us to use part of our tithe to keep our children in a Christian 

school?‖  Larry responded this way: ―The tithe belongs to God.  It’s our material testimony that 

God owns everything in our lives.  When you take a portion of your tithe and divert it to keep 

your children in a Christian school, it’s really a gift in self-interest.  Educational costs are a 

normal responsibility of a family.  I believe that if you will commit the tithe to God and not use it 

for your children’s school, He will provide a way for them to attend a Christian school, if it’s His 

will.‖  Again, all questions about the tithe come down to the quality of your relationship with 

God. 

 

Next time, more common questions about giving. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Debt Free Living God’s Way 

Session 20 

“Godly Giving” 

More Common Giving Questions 
 
 

Let’s continue to consider Godly Giving by looking at several more 
common giving and tithing questions.  Remember, how you choose to 

answer will help determine how you will obey.  How well you obey 
determines whether or not you will be able to move to Debt Free Living 

God’s Way. 
 

Where should the tithe go?   

 

There are two possible answers to this question.  Both have their supporters and claim support 

from God’s Word.  First is the position that you can choose to divide the tithe so as to give both 

inside and outside the church.  The second teaches that the tithe should go into the church where 

you worship.  I’ll share with you what I believe God’s Word says.  However, you need to see 

what He says to you. 

 

I believe you are to place your tithe into the church in which you worship--the whole tithe.  In 

Malachi 3:8-11 you are told that God wants you to direct your entire tithe into the storehouse.  

So, I believe it’s necessary to evaluate your New Testament church in light of the Old Testament 

storehouse.   
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According to the Bible and many Bible historians, the Old Testament storehouse (the Temple 

and local Synagogues) had four functions.   

 

1. First, it was used to feed the tribe of Levi and the priests of Aaron.  This would seem 

to be the equivalent of your church pastors and staffs today.   

 

2. Second, the storehouse was used to feed the prophets.  Today this would probably 

include the missionaries and evangelists sent out by your local church.   

 

3. Next, the storehouse was to feed the Hebrew widows and orphans living within the 

city.  This would seem to be the equivalent of the widows, orphans and invalids in 

your local church.   

 

4. Finally, the storehouse was to feed the Gentile widows and orphans living in and 

around the Hebrew city.  Today this would equate to the unsaved people that live in 

the vicinity of your church. 

 

Now here is the kicker: Many American churches serve this fourfold function of the Old 

Testament storehouse, and others do not.  Therefore, your decision to direct our entire tithe into 

your local church must be based on your church’s obedience to God’s Word.  If your church 

does not accept the responsibility of being the storehouse, then I believe you must ensure that the 

fourfold function is accomplished through other means. 

 

To put it another way, God’s plan is for your ―home‖ church to administer the tithe to meet the 

needs of the Body and others as well.  Unfortunately, not all churches adhere to this plan.  I 

believe the Bible says you should place all the tithes in your home church if that church observes 

God’s plan, both teaching His Word and properly administering His wealth.  

 

What should you do if you feel you can’t trust your church to handle money according to 

God’s plan?  Or, what happens if you see waste and no longer feel comfortable giving into 

your home church?  

 

1. First, check your motives!  Why don’t you trust your church in this area?  Is it 

because you don’t agree with church spending decisions?  You may disagree but 

disagreement is not a reason to withhold support from your church.  As far as I can 

see in God’s Word, the only valid reason for not financially supporting your church is 

that you find it deceitful, dishonest, or in some other way unbiblical.   

 

2. If you believe you see any of these unbiblical situations, I suggest you humbly have a 

talk with your pastor.  Present your concerns.  Ask how your church administers the 

tithe.  Then LISTEN!  Don’t argue!   

 

3. If you’re uncomfortable with what you hear, ask more questions about how your 

church interprets and applies God’s word in this area.  Do not attack your pastor or 

anyone else.  Be part of the solution, not the problem.   
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4. If you find either a closed attitude in this area, or that your church ignores these 

―storehouse‖ responsibilities, then it’s time to prayerfully vote your conviction.  

Either stay around and be a positive change element, or find another church.  

Remember, God’s Word requires you to support those who teach you.  This means 

you should support our local church (Gal. 6:6).  If you find you don’t have a 

prayerful, humble, and educated peace about giving, you’re probably in the wrong 

church. 

 

In closing 

 

I believe the Bible says you are to bring your tithe into the storehouse.  I believe the storehouse is 

the local congregation that ministers to you and your family.  If you don’t have a local church, 

look for a Bible-believing church with Spirit-filled ministers and teachers.   

 

These are my personal convictions.  What are yours?  Don’t do as I do.  Do as God tells you in 

His Word to do.  Search the scriptures.  Pray.   Seek advise from your spouse, your pastor and 

other Godly friends.  Then prayerfully decide on a plan of action.  Remember, you are free to 

choose but you will stand accountable to God for the choice you make.   

 
 

 

Debt Free Living God’s Way 

Session 21 

“Godly Giving” 

Final Common Giving Question 
 

During our last several time together we talked about how important it is 

for you to understand the different opportunities you have for ―Godly 

Giving.‖  Part of this understanding is to ask questions.  These 

questions must be answered according to God’s Word and not based 

on ―public opinion.‖  Before you finalize your Godly Giving plan, 

please consider these final questions and their biblical answers. 

 

With whom should you give? 

 

1. First, there are some we are not to help!  Paul tells you in 2 Thessalonians 3:10-13, 

―For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: „If a man will not work, he 

shall not eat.‟  We hear that some among you are idle.  They are not busy; they are 

busybodies.  Such people we command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle 

down and earn the bread they eat.” 

 

There are many legitimate needs that you can help meet.  But, there are also lots of 

phonies who prefer to live off others.  Here you are told not to help those who won‟t 

help themselves.  You are to help those who can‟t help themselves.  Do you see the 

difference? 
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2. Whom should we help?  First, God requires that you provide for your family.  In 1
st
 

Timothy 5:3-8 we find, ―If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially 

for his immediate family, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.  We 

are to care for our own family and so repay our parents and grandparents, for this is 

pleasing to God.”   

 

Providing for your family goes beyond husbands, wives and children to include 

parents, grandparents, aunts, and uncles, right on down the line.  This means you 

should manage your personal resources in responsible ways to care for family needs.   

 

3. Next, you are to help support your pastors and church workers.  Somehow we tend 

to believe that those in full-time Christian service should live on less that anyone else.  

But, why shouldn’t your pastors and church staff members live as well as someone in  

the business world?  Consider 1 Corinthians 9:9: “For it is written in the Law of 

Moses: „Do not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain.‟” 

 

Then 1 Corinthians 9:14: ―In the same way, the Lord has commanded that those who 

preach the Gospel should receive their living from the Gospel.” 

 

Finally, 3
rd

 John 6-7: “They have told the church about your love.  You will do well to 

send them on their way in a manner worthy of God.  It was for the sake of the Name 

that they went out, receiving no help from the pagans.” 

 

In Luke 10:7 Jesus tells His disciples to accept hospitality graciously because their work 

entitled them to it.  Ministers of the gospel deserve to be supported, and it’s your 

responsibility to help make sure they have what they need.  There are several ways to 

encourage those who serve God and you in His church—your home church. 

 

 First, see that they have an adequate salary, 

 Second, see that they are supported emotionally; plan a time to express 

appreciation for something they have done. 

 Third, lift their spirits with special surprises from time to time.   

 Your ministers need to know that you are giving to them cheerfully and 

generously. 

 

I believe God tells you three things from these three verses.   

 

1. First, you are to meet the needs of those who minister God’s Word.   

 

2. Second, you are to send them out in a way worthy of God, not as second-class citizens.   

 

3. And third, your pastors and church staff members are to receive their support from 

other Christians, not from non-Christians.  If this third point holds true for the 

individual Christian, and I believe it does, then it also holds true for the church.  I believe 

God’s Word teaches that churches should not receive money from non-Christian sources.  
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We should fund our work from within the body of Christ, just as John said, ―Accepting 

nothing from the Gentiles.‖ 

 

One last comment on Giving with ministering Christians--I believe this applies both inside and 

outside the local church.  To me this means that if you are regularly taught and blessed by 

Christian radio or TV, then you have an obligation before God to help support those radio and 

TV ministries above and beyond the tithe to your local church.   

 

Who else are we to help?   

 

1 John 3:17-18 tells you that, “If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need 

but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him?  Dear children, let us not love with 

words or tongue but with actions and in truth.”  Simply put, we are also to help other Christians. 

 

One final consideration 

 

God directs you to give into the non-Christian community.  In Matthew 5:42 Jesus says, ―Give to 

the one who asks you and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you.”   Do 

you realize that God spends about ten times more time talking about giving to non-Christians 

than He spends time talking about giving to fellow Christians?   

In summary 

 

You as a Christian cannot ignore human needs or refuse to help the needy.  Whether you believe 

you have sufficient resources or not, you are to help because you love Christ.  Measure your 

giving by Christ, who gave everything, rather than by laws or percentages.  As a Christian 

steward, you cannot turn away from people seeking help.   
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Debt Free Living God’s Way 

Session 22 

“Why Accumulate Wealth?” 
 

As you read this, I realize you might be in a tight financial situation.  If this is 

the case, to you the answer to ―Why Accumulate Wealth‖ is simply a 

matter of survival from paycheck to paycheck.   

 

On the other hand, your financial situation may not be quite so tight so 

you would ask the questions slightly differently:  ―Why should I 

CONTINUE to accumulate wealth?‖   

 

According to God’s Word, the answer to either question is based on your attitude 

about wealth.  So let’s answer these questions in light of what God says about attitudes. 

 

First, here are some examples of “accumulation attitudes” that are NOT glorifying to God.   

 

1. God does not want you to accumulate wealth simply because others encourage you to 

do so.  There are lots of financial planners who encourage people to invest for the future.  

There is nothing wrong with accumulating for the future so long as you don’t neglect 

today’s needs.  The role of a counselor (religious, investment, or otherwise) is to offer 

you informed alternatives.  The final choice should always be yours.  You are ultimately 

responsible to God for how you manage your life, not someone else.  So take on that 

responsibility by weighing what others say against God’s Word before you act.  

Remember that Proverbs 14:7 warns you to, “Stay away from a foolish man for you will 

not find knowledge on his lips.”  And in Ephesians 4:14 you find, “Then we will not 
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longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every 

wind of teaching and by the scheming and craftiness of men.”  The bottom line here is to 

seek good counsel, seek many advisors, but remember the final decision must be 

prayerfully yours. 

 

2. You have already learned during our times together that having the attitude of envy is 

not part of God’s plan for your life.  “Then he said to them, „Watch out!  Be on your 

guard against all kinds of greed; a man‟s life does not consist in the abundance of his 

possessions.‟” 

 

3. You need to guard against accumulating wealth as a game.  It’s only a game if you 

have no accountability.  Recall that you are a manager for God and will stand accountable 

before God for the quality of your management.  Stewardship in any area is not a game.  

 

4. If you strive to accumulate wealth for self-esteem…watch out!  Your self-esteem as a 

Christian must be solidly based on our position as a child of God, a joint heir with Christ 

who has direct access to the throne room of God.  No amount of wealth this side of 

Heaven can compare to the eternal riches you have in Christ. 

 

5. Loving money is not what God wants you to do.   No surprise here.  Remember Hebrews 

13:5?  “Keep our lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, 

because God has said, „Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.‟” 

 

6. And finally, you are not to look to money for protection.  There is absolutely no 

protection in this life apart from God.  No amount of money is sufficient.  To try to 

protect your large estate with a ten foot barbed fence in meaningless.  The only  true 

protection you can have is tied to your personal relationship with God through Jesus 

Christ. 

 

These are some reasons against accumulating money.  But what about the other side of the 

fence?  What are some God-honoring reasons to accumulate wealth?   

 

What are some Godly accumulation attitudes?   

 

I believe God’s Word gives you only one Godly wealth accumulation attitude; there is only one 

reason to build wealth beyond your needs.  You are to accumulate so you can exercise the 

spiritual gift of giving.  Romans 12: says about spiritual gifts… “…if it is contributing to the 

needs of others, let him give generously…” 
 

If your income were to double, would you be willing seek out the needs of others with the heart 

to see if God wanted to use you as a conduit to help meet these needs?  Or, would you simply 

consume or store everything you receive?   

 

In 2 Chronicles 16:9 you are told that, “…the eyes of the Lord range over the earth seeking those 

who are fully committed to Him that He may bless them.”   What has God entrusted to you?  

What has He given you the ability to do with His wealth?  How do you reinvest His investment 
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in you?  Do you use it for your own good or do you use it to help the Kingdom.  Remember, 

according to Deuteronomy 8:17-18, even your job (your ability to produce wealth) is a gift from 

Him. 

 

Why accumulate wealth?   

 
It’s all a matter of attitude! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Debt Free Living God’s Way 

Session 23 

“Just for Single Parents” 
 

Single parents want to experience Debt Free Living God’s Way.  S ingle 

parents need help with their finances!  Consider these statistics: 

 

 Half of all marriages end in divorce.   

 Forty percent of all pastors’ marriages end in divorce.   

 Forty percent of our children are growing up without fathers.   

 Forty-nine percent of American children live in single parent 

homes—most with single moms.   

 Most (53%) single moms earn less than $15,000 per year and 17% 

earn less than $5,000.   

 Almost 90% of all welfare recipients live in single mother homes.   

 

This is the bad news.  The good news is that there is hope! 

 

There is absolutely no way we can adequately cover this topic in one session.  What we can do is 

touch on the three basics that surround the single parents in our churches:  Singles’ Needs, The 

Church’s Responsibility, and The Singles’ Responsibility.  If you are a single parent, or if you 

know a single parent, please know that there is help beyond our time together.  This is a good 

start, but it’s only a start.   

 

What are the main needs single parents have today?   
 



 57 

1. First and foremost is childcare.  The average income in the United States today is right 

at $35,000 per year.  The average annual income of divorcees with dependent children is 

slightly less than $20,000.  Childcare costs can range from $300 to $500 or more pe r 

month.  There is no way to balance a budget with these costs. 

 

2. Single parents need help with home and car maintenance.   Single moms generally have 

no training to do this work themselves, much less the time or money.  Basic maintenance 

is a big problem. 

 

3. Singles need counsel and support.  And they need this counsel and support from both 

other singles and married couples.  So many times men experiencing their ―mid-life 

crisis‖ divorce their wives and marry a younger woman.  This leaves a middle-aged 

woman with dependent children.  She’s single but she doesn’t fit in anywhere.  She 

doesn’t fit in the young never-married-type-singles’ group and she no longer fits in with 

the married group.  Her friends are mostly couples, and couples don’t ask divorced 

women over for dinner very often.  Therefore, this single lady finds herself very isolated 

and alone and many times simply drops out of the church community.  What a shame and 

what a loss.  By the way, single parent dads also struggle for the same reasons.  
 

 

The church has some basic responsibilities.   
 

1. The church should provide financial and spiritual counseling.   There are many para-

church ministries that can help.  Consider Christian Financial Ministries (www.good-

steward.org), Crown Financial Ministries (www.crown.org), and the Dave Ramsey 

Financial Peace University (www.daveramsey.com). 

 

2. Churches can organize home and car-care ministry groups.   

 

3. Some churches work to help single parents get on a budget then charge what the 

budget will allow for that child care. 

 

4. Some churches organize “father-son” and “mother-daughter” picnics where men team 

up with fatherless children and ladies team up with children without moms.   

 

5. Many churches have housing and job referral systems specifically designed for single 

parents.   

 

There is so much that churches can do. 

 

Single parents have some responsibilities as well.   

 

1. Singles should reciprocate whenever possible.  True, their resources are limited, 

especially their time and money.  But some singles can help the church by making baked 

goods, babysitting or visiting shut-ins. 

 

http://www.good-steward.org/
http://www.good-steward.org/
http://www.crown.org/
http://www.daveramsey.com/
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2. Singles need to learn to live a very disciplined lifestyle to survive both financially and 

socially.  If singles turn to the church for help, they should also expect to submit to 

church spiritual and financial discipline. 

 

3. Most importantly, singles must learn very quickly to shed their pride so they can share 

their needs.  This is the hardest area to overcome.  Remember, the Lord said He would 

tear down the house of the proud.  So, unless our singles are willing to bear themselves 

and go before the church and ask for help, they’re not likely to receive any help and both 

the church and the single will suffer the consequences on the day of judgment. 

 

Concluding Thoughts 

 

This is an important topic and it deserves much more time.  But in the context of our time 

together, I can only pray that some of you will have your hearts touched in  this area and get 

involved in or help start a single-parent ministry at your church.   
 

 

Debt Free Living God’s Way 

Session 24 

“Teaching Children” 

Introduction 
 

 

As parents, you want to see your children learn to enjoy 

Debt Free Living God’s Way.  You want them to develop 

into Godly, mature, disciplined adults.  You want them to 

avoid the many pitfalls, including financial pitfalls, which 

you experienced.    Remember that you have already seen 

how God’s Word tells you that the way you handle your 

finances is a clear indication of whether or not you can 

handle greater things (Luke 16:10-11).  Therefore, it makes 

sense to train your children to handle their finances in ways 

pleasing to God. 

 

Personally, I believe your children are one of your greatest assets.  However, one of the 

difficulties with children, I find, is that children are usually walking, talking little tape recorders 

of their parents.  I know this for sure, because one of the things that irritate me most about my 

children is the number of my bad habits they pick up!  Including some bad financial habits.   

Assuming that I’m not alone in this observation, let’s look together at how you can train your 

children to discover Debt Free Living God’s Way. 

 

What is the current situation of most children today? 

 

1. First, half of their parents will divorce.  Remember, better than half of all marriages end 

in divorce.  So, better than half the time, children will be the products of broken homes. 
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2. The second condition:  80% of parents are in debt.   This is to say that on a month-by-

month basis, most parents have a hard time paying their bills.  This normally leads to 

both parents working, and therefore leaves their children to be raised by other well -

intended family members or friends or day-care centers. 

 

3. Condition number three:  Most parents today get into financial difficulties because 

they are untrained in some of the basic life-living principles. 

 

4. Which leads to the fourth condition:  You as a parent instruct by example, whether 

good or bad.  If you lack discipline, your children will lack discipline.  If you tend to 

overspend, so will your children.  If you abuse your children, your children will tend to 

follow this same example.  Your children tend to become what you already are.  

 

 

 

 

Given these conditions, what can parents do?    

 

1. First, set goals for your children.  The most important goal I have for my children is for 

them to learn to trust God in all areas of their lives, including their finances.  However, 

when it comes to trusting God with the financial areas of their lives, some of our children 

learn this far easier that we did.   (One measure of how well they learn is whether or not 

they can joyfully give a part of whatever they earn or have been given, to God.)  

 

2. If you want your children to learn to learn to trust God financially, you must give them 

the chance to succeed and to fail financially.  First and foremost, this means you must 

learn to discipline yourself not to always buffer them from all that is going on around 

them.   

 

According to Dr. Dobson, one of the problems we have today is a generation of parents 

who came out of the 1960’s, where their parents bailed their children out of every 

problem they ever had.  So many of today’s parents are trained by example to buffer their 

children from all their problems.  You need to remember one of the principles we talked 

about earlier:  As God is to you as a parent, so also should you be to your children.  God 

disciplines you and you should lovingly and prayerfully discipline your children.  God 

allows you to make choices and learn from the consequences.  You need to responsibly 

do the same for your children.  This means you need to create situations in which your 

children learn to trust God financially. 

 

3. You need to learn how to teach and train your children to trust God financially.  

During the next several times together we’ll share with you some rules and tools for 

teaching and training children from age two up until the time they leave home.  Until 

then, I strongly suggest you check the many great materials (including teaching guides) 

offered by Crown Ministries.  You can reach Crown at 1-800-722-1976 or on the 

INTERNET at www.crown.org. 

 
 

http://www.crown.org/
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Debt Free Living God’s Way 

Session 25 

“Teaching Children” 

Age Guidelines 
 

Your children will learn how to manage money—either from you, or the world.  You 

can choose to teach your children, or advertising and the media will be 

happy to do the job for you.  You need to be very pro-active.  Here 

are some of the techniques we have used in our home for children 

ages 2-13 and for ages 14-18. 

 

Guidelines for ages 2-13 

 

1. Set job paying rules.  Don’t give allowances.  Pay 

commissions.  But, not everything deserves a commission.  

For example, our children do some things around the house 

just because they are members of the family.  Don’t talk to me about getting paid for 

making your bed, cleaning up your room or taking out the garbage.  However, we do give 

our children opportunities to take part in some revenue producing activities such as 

mowing the yard, washing the car, grooming the family pets, etc.  We don’t pay anything 

for incomplete, untimely, or poorly completed jobs.  Our children need to learn from us 

the relationship between work and reward. 

 

2. Be consistent.  James said that a double-minded man is unstable in all his ways.  One of 

the worst things you can do for your children is to fail to provide consistency in their 

lives.  Set some rules then stick to them.  However, if the rules need to change—change 

them. 
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3. Be fair.  Ephesians 6:4 talks about not provoking your children.  Being unfair provokes 

your children. 

 

4. Be flexible.  You need to remember that things that work with one child may not work 

with another.  You need to understand your child’s personality type and learn how to deal 

with that type. 

 

5. Be disciplined.  Proverbs 15:32 says, “He who ignores discipline despises himself.”  In 

order to discipline your children, you must be disciplined yourself.  This means taking 

pains to see that when rules are established, they’re enforced.  And, you need to lead by 

example—it’s hard for your children to see the need for a clean bedroom when the rest of 

the house is a mess. 

 

6. Lastly, be calm.  My experience is that effective parents are the ones who remain clam in 

the face of all circumstances and don’t let the children get them flustered and upset. 

 

Guidelines for ages 2-13 

 

1. They need help in the same areas where you failed.   They need to learn how to balance 

a checkbook, or buy a car, home and insurance.  You need to carefully instruct them on 

the danger of credit—especially credit cards.  When you have your finances under 

control, why not let them help you pay the bills, enter figures into the budget book, and 

help balance YOUR checkbook. 

 

2. They need educational and vocational direction (consider the ―Career Direct‖ package 

from Crown ministries at www.crown.org).  Proverbs 22:29 teaches us, “Do you see a 

man skilled in his work?  He shall stand before Kings and authorities.  He shall not stand 

before obscure men.”  Skills and abilities are defenses against layoffs—not foolproof, but 

they sure are better than most anything else. 

 

3. I strongly recommend a good pre-marital counseling program with your pastor or a 

Christian counselor.  Naturally, that counseling needs to dig deep into the pre-ceremony 

budget (―yours‖ and ―mine‖) and the anticipated post-ceremony budget (―ours‖).  The 

problem is that few pre-marital counselors are trained to dig into the financial areas.  This 

is where Christian Financial Ministries (www.good-steward.org), the Dave Ramsey 

(www.daveramsey.com), or Crown Ministries (www.crown.org) can help.  I also strongly 

recommend that each newly-wed couple meet at least quarterly (for at least one year) 

with the pastor/counselor who provided the pre-marital counseling.  It’s after the 

ceremony that most couples really need help with communications, finances, etc. 

 

One final word:   

 

We as parents often yield to undisciplined children to receive some short-term peace.  We need 

to recognize that a disciplined child of any age expects very little and rarely demands anything.  

However, an undisciplined child forcefully demands more and is rarely satisfied.  Why?  

Possessions have little lasting value, and ―more ― is always required to satisfy.  We as parents 
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must accept the responsibility of sometimes withholding in the short run in order for discipline to 

be ingrained in the long run.  Sometimes, ―less is more.‖ 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Debt Free Living God’s Way 

Session 26 

“The End” 

One Last Question: Are You B.U.S.Y? 
 

Debt Free Living God’s Way and Financial Freedom can be yours if 

you learn and prayerfully apply biblical principles to the material 

areas of your life.  Finances are part of your material life, but so is 

time.  God expects you to be the best possible steward of the time 

He gives you.  Good time management goes hand-in-hand with 

good money management.  Here are some thoughts I pray you will 

carefully consider as we conclude our Debt Free Living God’s Way 

time together. 

 

Satan called a worldwide convention.  In his opening address to his 

evil angels, he said, ―We can’t keep the Christians from going to 

church.  We can’t keep them from reading their Bibles and 

knowing the truth.  We can’t even keep them from forming an intimate, abiding relationship 

experience in Christ.  If they gain that connection with Jesus, our power over them will be 

broken.  So let them go to their churches, let them have their conservative lifestyles, but steal 

their time, so they can’t gain that relationship with Jesus Christ.  This is what I w ant you to do, 

angels.  Distract them from gaining hold of their Savior and maintaining that vital connection 

throughout their day!‖ 

 

―How shall we do this?‖ shouted his angels. 

 

―Keep them BUSY in the nonessentials of life and invent innumerable schemes to occupy their 

minds,‖ he answered.  ―Tempt them to spend, spend, spend, and borrow, borrow, borrow.  

Persuade the wives to go to work for long hours and the husbands to work 6-7 days a week, 10-

12 hours a day, so they can afford their empty lifestyles.  Keep them from spending time with 
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their children.  As their family fragments, soon, their home will offer no escape from the 

pressures of work!‖ 

 

Satan continued, ―Over stimulate their minds so that they cannot hear that still, small voice.  

Entice them to play the radio, cassette player, or CD whenever they drive.  Keep the TV, VCR, 

CDs and their PCs going constantly in their homes.  And see to it that every store and restaurant 

in the world plays non-biblical music constantly.  This will jam their minds and break their union 

with Christ.‖ 

 

―Fill the coffee table with magazines and newspapers.  Pound their minds with the news 24 hours 

a day.  Invade their driving with billboards.  Flood their mailboxes with junk mail, mail order 

catalogues, sweepstakes, and every kind of newsletter and promotional offering free products, 

services, and false hopes.  Keep skinny, beautiful models on the magazines so the husbands will 

believe that external beauty is what’s important, and they’ll become dissatisfied with their wives.  

Ha!  That will fragment those families quickly!‖ 

 

―Even in their recreation, let them be excessive.  Have them return from their recreation 

exhausted, disquieted, and unprepared for the coming week.  Don’t let them go out into nature to 

reflect on God’s wonders.  Send them to amusement parks, sporting events, concerts and movies 

instead.  Keep them BUSY, BUSY, BUSY!  And when they meet for spiritual fellowship, involve 

them in gossip and small talk so that they leave with troubled consciences and unse ttled 

emotions.‖ 

 
―Go ahead, let them be involved in soul winning.  But crowd their lives with so many good causes they have no time 

to seek power from Christ.  Soon they will be working in their own strength, sacrificing their health and family for 

the good of the cause.  It will work!  It will work!‖  

 

It was quite a convention.  And the evil angels went eagerly to their assignments causing 

Christians everywhere to get BUSY, BUSY, BUSY and to rush here and there. 

 

I guess the question is: Has the devil been successful at his scheme?  You be the judge! 

 

One way to define B.U.S.Y is Being Under Satan’s Yoke. 

 

Are you B.U.S.Y.? 

 

One day, you will stand accountable to Him for the quality of your stewardship in the area of 

time management.  How are you investing the time He places into your spiritual trust account?  

Why not consider how BUSY you are now and how BUSY you ―should‖ be. 

 

 

 


