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FREE Distribution Rights to 

 

“The Pocket Guide To Debt Free Living God’s Way” 

E-Book 
Congratulations!! 

 

You are on your way to discovering “Debt Free Living God’s Way” for you 

and those you love. 

 

This Introductory E-Book is absolutely FREE.  Also, you may share “The 

Pocket Guide To Debt Free Living God’s Way” E-Book with anyone you choose so 

long as you  

 Don’t charge—you must give this E-Book away absolutely free, and 

 Don’t modify this E-Book in any way—you may not add to or take away 

from any content. 

 

“The Pocket Guide To Debt Free Living God’s Way” is an introductory E-Book 

taken, in part, from the complete “Debt Free Living God’s Way” E-Book by Bob 

Louder published and copyrighted by Christian Financial Ministries.   

 

The complete “Debt Free Living God’s Way” E-Book is based on the “How To 

Manage Your Money” seminar content that Bob Louder developed for Larry 

Burkett and Christian Financial Concepts.  This seminar details the timeless truths 

surrounding Bible-based financial principles and practical applications.  This 

seminar was presented in churches and communities all over the US prior to 

Christian Financial Concepts merging with Crown Financial Ministries.   

 

Christian Financial Ministries will soon offer the complete seminar script for 

FREE to any interested church.  Power Point slides and a syllabus will also be 

available.    

 

The complete “Debt Free Living God’s Way” E-Book is only available on the 

Internet.  You won’t find it in any bookstore.  This helps us keep our costs down and 

thereby make it available to many more people.   

 

For information on the complete “Debt Free Living God’s Way” seminar turned 

E-Book, please go to our Web site at www.good-steward.org. 

 

Please be blessed and pass it on. 

 

Christian Financial Ministries, Inc. Phone: 1-800-895-0512 

302 Old Clay Street    Phone: 678-797-9444 (Atlanta) 

Marietta, GA 30006    Email: Good-steward@good-steward.org 

      www.good-steward.org 

http://www.good-steward.org/
mailto:Good-steward@good-steward.org
http://www.good-steward.org/
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“The Pocket Guide To Debt Free Living God’s Way” 

An E-Book 

From 

Christian Financial Ministries 
                                      

                                   “INTRODUCTION” 
 

Are you enjoying Debt Free Living God’s Way or do you struggle with your finances?   

 

Is your relationship with God stressed because whenever you sit down to read the Bible 

or pray, all you can think about are money problems?  Do you and those close to you 

argue over money?  Are your credit cards maxed out?  Do you pay one credit card with 

another?  Are creditors calling about late mortgage, car or credit card payments?  Are you 

considering consolidation loans, second jobs, second mortgages, or even bankruptcy?   

 

Perhaps you have other financial problem areas?  Your personal and/or business 

decisions have not always been God honoring?  You live from paycheck to paycheck?  

You are not saving or investing for emergencies, college, or retirement?  Not enough of 

the right kinds of insurance?  Don’t tithe? Can’t give the way you would like?  Don’t 

have a will? 

 

You are not alone.  Consider these statistics we put together from credible WEB 

sources. 

 

 There are 1.3 billion plastic cards in use in the United States. When I say plastic 

cards, I mean credit cards, debit cards and store credit cards. The average 

American household has 13 of these cards. 

 Credit cardholders that carry a balance, average about $5,800 in debt.  If they 

make only the minimum payment, they will be paying on those cards for 30 years 

and will pay an extra $15,000 in interest. 

 We tend to buy 112% more when we use our credit cards than when we use cash.  

 Over 40% of Americans spend more than they earn. 

 On average, Americans can expect to receive just 37% of the annual retirement 

income they will need to live comfortably.  Therefore, more than 96% of all 

Americans will retire dependent on the government, their family, or charity.  

 Almost one out of every 100 households in the United States will file for 

bankruptcy 

 The average homeowner stays in their home for 7.1 years.  With an 8% mortgage, 

they will sell their home still owing over 90% on their mortgage.  If they were to 

continue this trend they would NEVER pay off a mortgage in their lifetime. 

 Only 2% of homes in America are paid for! 
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 The average student bears a credit card balance of $3,200 and one among every 

10 college students carries a balance of over $7,800.  To add to the woes, the 

number of bankruptcy filers under 25 has leapt to more than 5% from 1%.  

 

You and your family don’t have to be part of these statistics!! Debt Free Living God’s 

Way is possible—for you!  Now!   

 

Managing your finances really should not be a struggle.  The financial areas of your life 

should be freeing, not restricting.  You will find life a lot more enjoyable and rewarding 

if your financial decisions are pleasing to God.  You can have closer family relationships, 

a debt-free lifestyle (including your home), save for the future, and a plan to pass on part 

of your wealth to family members and worthy ministries and organizations.  

 

Get on the Debt Free Living Path God’s Way!  Now! How?  This E-Book is a great 

START!   

 

First, you will begin to recognize and understand so that later you can begin to apply 

Biblical financial principles and practical applications.  You will begin to better 

understand the forces behind your financial distress.  You will see the need to set realistic 

goals and how to get on and stay on a budget.  You can begin to work to help make 

things right for you and your family—spiritually, financially and emotionally—for good!   

 

Second, if you have any questions, you can get immediate help from our financial and 

spiritual counselors.  Just give us a call (678-797-9444 or 1-800-894-4800) or send us an 

e-mail (good-steward@good-steward.org). 

 

What topics will you cover during our times together in this E-Book? 

 

1. You will first discover the two most important biblical financial principles.  If you 

understand and apply these two basic principles, you will always make better 

financial decisions. 

2. You will find out where to find the best Bible-based debt free program 

information and application resources. 

3. You will find the single best location to receive BOTH the best Bible-based 

debt free living program learning materials AND the best Bible-based debt free 

living practical helps.  

 

During our times together, please remember that our counselors and coaches have been 

helping God’s people who are absolutely, positively ready to get out of debt and work to 

build and pass on wealth since 1987.  We have helped hundreds of individuals, families, 

churches and small businesses through counseling, consulting, coaching, small group 

studies, workshops and seminars.  God can and will use our time together to help you!   
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“The Pocket Guide To Debt Free Living God’s Way” 

An E-Book 

From 

Christian Financial Ministries 
 

Chapter One 

“Wealth” 

The First of Two, Critical, Biblical Financial Principles 
 

God’s Word contains two financial principles that you should apply to every economic 

decision you ever make.  The first is wealth.   

 

The definition of wealth is usually based on a set of worldly principles.  For example, 

let’s take a quick attitude check.  When you hear the world ―wealth‖ what comes to 

mind?  When someone describes a ―wealthy man,‖ what do you picture?  Most of us 

would think in terms of ―things‖ such as money, fancy cars, big homes and the like.  This 

is because this is how the world looks at wealth...these are worldly concerns.  These are 

not God’s concerns. 

 

What are God’s concerns about wealth?   

 

First, God wants us to remember that all wealth belongs to Him.  Psalms 24:1 says, ―The 

earth is the LORD‟s and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.”  He owns it 

all.  The entire material world is His by right of creation.  You and I simply hold a 

secondary title of ownership, a delegated authority to responsibly use and enjoy what 

God as entrusted into our care.  He is the owner.  By the way, all of us have one thing in 

common: we all own the same amount of stuff–absolutely nothing. 

 

Second, when God discusses wealth, He does not mean just money and material things.  

Why?  Because one day we will leave all those things behind.  Paul told Timothy in 1 

Timothy 6, ‖...we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it.”    

How much you have (the amount, value, or authority, etc.) is not important to God 

because you’re going to leave every bit of it behind when you go home.    

 

What is important to God about the wealth He gives you is your attitude and what you’re 

doing with it now.  This I believe from God’s Word: If what you are doing with what you 

have is not going to be relevant to God 1000 years from now (should the Lord tarry), it is 

not very relevant to God today.  It is not the amount of material things you have, their 

abundance or lack that really matters to God. What matters is your attitude and how you 

use them–how they are invested, reinvested and put back into the Kingdom of God.   
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How does God define wealth? 

 

Now, if wealth to God means more than just money (and it does) what else does it mean?  

To God, wealth includes your time, talents, abilities, skills; your health and family; your 

salvation and even your work.   

 

Do you realize that your work, your job, is part of the ―wealth‖ God entrusts into your 

care?  You need to remember that it is God who gives you the ability to work and 

produce wealth.  Deut. 1-18 says, ―You may say to your self, „My power and the strength 

of my hands have produced this wealth for me.‟ But remember the Lord your God, for it 

is He who gives you the ability to produce wealth.‖  Work is not a punishment.  God says 

work is part of your reward.  It is part of your fulfillment.  It is part of your wealth. 

 

To me, one verse really stands out when we talk about God’s definition of wealth.  

Proverbs 10:22 tells us that ―It is the blessing of the Lord that brings wealth, and He adds 

no trouble to it.” 

 

This proverb has a lot of wisdom.  Because it says that it’s only through the blessing of 

God that you can have the material things of life and yet not have the anger, and the 

frustration, and worry, and fear, and sorrow, and all the rest that normally come attached 

to those material things.  The world can give you material things.  I’m sure you know lots 

of people who have lots of things.  But if you look deep, you’ll probably find that most 

often they are miserable people.  They are frustrated and they are frantic. 

 

Do you know what you tend to find?  With all these ―things,‖ they’re not enough.  You 

are still not satisfied.  Something is still missing, something is still not right.  God said, I 

want to give you my riches...but with no sorrow. 

 

If you want to move to a higher spiritual level in your finances, you must first  begin to 

see through spiritual eyes what you have for so long considered only through worldly 

eyes.  You need to understand and apply the first of two critical, biblical, economic 

principles–the principle of wealth.  Wealth is so much more than you might imagine, and 

He owns it all.  If His job is the owner, what is your job?  You are to be the manager, the 

steward.  Next time we will talk about stewardship: what is it and how do you do it?   
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“The Pocket Guide To Debt Free Living God’s Way” 

An E-Book 

From 

Christian Financial Ministries 
 

Chapter Two 

“Stewardship” 

The Second of Two, Critical, Biblical Financial Principles  

 

You tend to get into financial difficulties for one of two reasons.  First, you  try to take on 

God’s job as the owner; or second, you don’t understand or know how to do your job as a 

steward.   

 

What is a steward? 

 

True stewardship begins by acknowledging that God is the true owner of everything.  

Remember what the Psalmist says... ―The earth is the LORD‟s, and everything in it, the 

world, and all who live in it...‖ (Psalms 24:1).  The entire world is His by right of 

creation.  He is the owner.  You own absolutely nothing.  The sum of your wealth 

according to God’s definition (time, talents, abilities, skills, money, resources, e tc.) is 

simply the sum of all that God has given you to manage.   

 

So what is a steward?  A steward is simply a manager of another person’s property.   

 

Examples of stewardship 

 

I’m sure you can think of many examples of ―stewardship‖ in your world today to 

include bankers, guardians, teachers, parents, etc.  The banker is probably the best 

example.  Your bankers don’t own the money they control.  They manage it.  You 

understand that and, for the most part, they understand that as well. 

 

Stewards, including bankers, have some rights.  For example, stewards can and should 

invest (put to good use) the wealth they manage.  Stewards also have the right to keep 

some of what they manage for their own use.   

 

Stewards, including bankers, also have some restrictions.  For example, stewards are 

accountable to the owner; the owner can take back or take away wealth from the stewards 

if the stewards do not seek and follow the owners’ directions.     

 

What does Jesus have to say about stewardship? 

 

This is exactly what Jesus Christ teaches you about stewardship in Luke 12:16-20 (please 

stop here and read it again for yourself).  Please notice a couple of important things about 
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this parable.  First, God does not condemn the farmer for having wealth, nor does God 

condemn the wealth itself (the crops).  God simply says, ―...the ground of a certain rich 

man produced a good crop.‖  Notice also that it was the ground that produced the good 

crop, not the rich man.  And remember, wealth (including money) is not good or bad.  

Wealth is not moral or immoral.  Wealth is not pleasing or displeasing to God.  It is our 

attitude about what we have and how we use what we have that is either pleasing or 

displeasing to God. 

 

Now check out the attitude of the farmer.  What does he say when he sees the great 

harvest? ‖This is what I‟ll do.  I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there 

I will store all my grain and my goods.  And I‟ll say to myself,...”   Do you see his error?  

He did not think he was a steward (manager).  He thought he was the owner.  When that 

large crop came in he didn’t have a use for it.  But, did he ask, ―...God, why did You 

entrust all this to me, what do You want me to do with this great harvest?‖  No, he 

considered himself the owner and planned to store it ALL away for his own use.  He took 

the position of owner and was condemned by God. 

 

This parable has great application today.  You are ―rich‖ when you consider your wealth 

from God’s perspective.  You have ―good crops‖ come in (your education, jobs, family,  

time, etc.).  But I wonder, if you were to stand accountable before God today, this very 

day, would you fare any better than this farmer?  Do you treat God as the owner and ask 

how to use all that He gives you to manage?  Or do you try to act the part of the owner 

and plan to hide it away in your ―barns.‖  True, you probably don’t have a barn, but you 

do have checking accounts, savings accounts, homes, cars, clothing, etc.  If you choose to 

be a steward, God blesses.  If you choose to try out the position of owner, God condemns.   

 

What is evidence of good stewardship today?   

 

How can you know if you are on the right track before you stand accountable on ―that 

day‖?  You are moving in the right direction if you  

 

1. Understand ―wealth‖ from God’s perspective,  

 

2. Acknowledge His authority as owner, 

 

3. Accept our responsibility as steward, and can 

 

4. Claim Proverbs 10:22...do you have ―peace‖ as you manage His wealth, or do you 

have some or all of the ―troubles‖ that go with ownership. 

 

The secret of stewardship is attitude.   

 

You must have the attitude of a steward, a manager.  Leave the ownership where it  

belongs–with God. 
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“The Pocket Guide To Debt Free Living God’s Way” 

An E-Book 

From 

Christian Financial Ministries 
 

 

Chapter Three  

The “Best” Debt Free Living Resources 
 

Crown Financial Ministries 

 

In my opinion, no one does a better job of presenting biblical financial principles than 

Larry Burkett and Christian Financial Concepts.  In 1976, Larry founded Christian 

Financial Concepts. He poured his life into serving the Lord through this ministry. Larry 

was a prolific writer, authoring more than 70 books including several best sellers.  Larry 

and his materials approached finances through the Word of God.  His objective seemed to 

me to be to get people get into God’s Word so they will become motivated to get out of 

debt and stay out of debt.   

 

Unfortunately, Larry passed away several years ago.  Prior to his death, he merged 

Christian Financial Ministries with Crown Ministries, which was headed by Mr. Howard 

Dayton.  The result is Crown Financial Ministries with Mr. Dayton as the CEO.  Crown 

Financial Ministries has an outstanding collection of materials designed to help you 

understand finances from God’s perspective.  We use many Crown materials at Christian 

Financial Ministries.  The two we appreciate most are Larry Burkett’s ―How To Manage 

Your Money‖ Bible study workbook and Larry’s ―Family Financial Workbook,‖ which is 

the budgeting workbook.  Crown also has a fine, biblical principles, small group 

program. 

 

On a scale of 1-10 with ―1‖ being the absolute worst and 10 being the absolute best, I 

would rate the Crown Ministries materials a strong ―9.‖   

 

Dave Ramsey 

 

Dave Ramsey is a personal money management expert and founder of the Financial 

Peace University (a dynamic, twelve week video small group program).  Dave is an 

extremely popular national radio personality and author of the New York Times best -

sellers The Total Money Makeover, Financial Peace and More than Enough.  Dave 

knows first-hand what financial peace means in his own life—living a true riches to rags 

to riches story.  By age 26 he had established a $4 million real estate portfolio, only to 

lose it by age 30.  He has since rebuilt his financial life and now devotes himself full -time 

to helping ordinary people understand the forces behind their financial distress and how 

to build and pass on wealth.  His Financial Peace University small group program 
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presents information and TOOLS to help people put into practice the proven common-

sense principles that allow them to walk with Financial Peace. 

 

Dave has a variety of great information products.  We use his Financial Peace 

University, and The Total Money Makeover book and workbook.  His Total Money 

Makeover one day seminar is entertaining, motivational, and full of practical wisdom and 

tools. 

 

On the same 1-10 scale, I would rate the Dave Ramsey products a ―9‖ for presenting 

practical application techniques and tools. 

 

Christian Financial Ministries 

 

I knew and worked with Larry Burkett from 1986, through his merger with Crown, and 

up until the time of his death.  I have met and talked with Howard Dayton on several 

occasions over the years and read most of his books.  Likewise, I have met with, been 

trained by and have worked with the Dave Ramsey organization since 2004.   

 

Christian Financial Ministries is not the same as either Crown Ministries or the Dave 

Ramsey organization, although we offer many of their products and services.  We are 

uniquely different.  Let’s compare. 

 

1. In my opinion, Crown Financial Ministries has the best materials I know of to 

help people recognize and understand Bible-based financial principles.   

2. I believe the Dave Ramsey organization does the best job presenting the 

widest range of Bible-based financial application techniques and tools. 

3. Both Crown and Dave Ramsey primarily use volunteers to deliver their 

programs. 

4. Both Crown and Dave Ramsey publish many outstanding books available 

from your local bookstore and their respective WEB sites. 

5. Both organizations refer out follow-on support services (consumer credit 

counseling, foreclosure prevention, investments, insurance, real estate, budget 

counseling, etc.). 

 

On the other hand, We at Christian Financial Ministries 

 

1. Build on the strengths of both organizations using and combining their best 

materials and programs. 

2. Follow up the Crown and Dave Ramsey classes by offering paid, professional 

coaches and counselors to help when the needs are greater than church 

volunteers can provide. 

3. Offer our information products exclusively over the Internet.  You won’t find 

us in your local bookstore. 
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4. Offer in-house what we believe to be the most critical follow-on Bible-based, 

professional support services to include  

 Budget counseling,  

 Debt management (consumer credit counseling),  

 Foreclosure prevention (help to stop foreclosure with no new loans, no 

bankruptcy, not paying all the arrearage up-front, and with no negative 

impact to the credit history). 

 Personal financial crisis prevention and recovery assessments and 

programs. 

 The spiritual roots component of financial counseling and coaching 

through the services of an experienced and licensed, in-house Pastoral 

Counselor with over 25 years experience. 

 Customized ―adjunct-staff‖ ministry services to ―Church Partners.‖ 

 

In short, we believe God gives Christian Financial Ministries a unique resource 

combination to effectively and personally minister to the ―whole person.‖ 
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“The Pocket Guide To Debt Free Living God’s Way” 

An E-Book 

From 

Christian Financial Ministries 
  

Chapter Four  

Christian Financial Ministries “Fact Sheet” 
 

We want to be a resource for you, your family, your church and your community.  We 

can’t be all things to all people.  But we can and will do the best at all that God calls us to 

do.  Here is who we are in Christ. 

 

OUR VISION 
Glorify God as we prayerfully help people become financially free to better share the 

love of God through Jesus Christ.  

 

OUR MISSION 

 

The Mission of Christian Financial Ministries is to help individuals, families, 

churches, and small businesses learn to manage their journey to ―Debt Free Living 

God’s Way.‖  We accomplish this mission by leveraging the spiritual gifts God gives 

His people, technology, and the Internet, to offer the highest quality, highly 

accountable, Bible-based financial education, teaching, training, coaching, mentoring, 

counseling, and supporting financially-related products and services which  

 

1. Help people come to or back to a personal and growing relationship with God 

through Jesus Christ, 

2. Strengthen the family, and 

3. Proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ around the world. 
 

THE TRENDS 

 

As we have already seen in this E-Book, there are some disturbing trends in American 

today. 

 

1. More than half of all our families are delinquent on their credit card payments. 

(American Bankers Association) 

2. Families are on track to break record-setting annual bankruptcy filings.  Four 

out of ten adults (36%) say it seems impossible to get ahead because of their 

financial debt. (Barna). 

3. A mother earning less than $18,500 per year heads most single parent homes.  

Almost 90% of all welfare recipients live in single parent homes.  (Barna) 

4. Churches are forced to cut vital services because giving is down. 
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5. Missionary candidates are kept at home due to excessive personal debt of both 

those who would ―send‖ and those who would ―go.‖  

6. Only three of the 1002 adults interviewed in a recent Barna survey (less than 

.03%) held firm and biblically consistent beliefs.  Almost nine out of ten adults 

surveyed believe they know all of the basic teachings of Christianity very well.  

However, when you explore what they think the Bible actually teaches - many 

theological inconsistencies and inaccuracies emerge.    
     

 

THE DILEMMA 

 

The Body of Christ needs help.  Unless these negative trends reverse, families will 

continue to hurt: 40% will continue to overspend each month, 20% will remain on the 

verge of divorce, and 55% of all marriages will end in divorce due in large part to 

financial difficulties.  

 

THE SOLUTION 

 

There is hope in God's Word.  Sound financial management is smart spiritual warfare!  

Jesus said, "If you keep my commandments, then you are truly disciples of mine.  You 

shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free" (John 8:31-32).  The Bible 

contains more than 2,350 verses that address in very practical, specific ways the 

earning, saving, spending, investing, and giving of money.  Biblical principles apply 

today, whether you have a little or a lot, if you are single or married, if you are young 

or young at heart. 

 

THE MINISTRY 

 

Christian Financial Ministries (CFM) is a singularly unique, full-time, Bible-based 

financial teaching, training, counseling, and coaching, IRS approved 501-c-3 

nonprofit, nondenominational ministry.  We are spiritual counselors who deal almost 

exclusively in the area of finances.  With CFM, Bible-based counseling and high 

counselee accountability are not options.  They are required.  The Ministry started in 

1987 and incorporated in 1991.  We are certified by/members of/associated 

with/trained by the American Association of Christian Counselors, American 

Association of Debt Management Organizations, the American Family Association, 

Better Business Bureau, Christian Financial Professionals Network, Christian Legal 

Society, Georgia Board of Examiners for Christian Counselors & Therapists, Georgia 

Christian Counselors Association, National Institute For Financial Counseling 

Education, Dave Ramsey and/or Crown Financial Ministries, The Department  

 Housing and Urban Development (HUD), and The Georgia Department of 

Community Affairs.  CFM holds Certificate No. FS 59958 and operates a quality 

management system which complies with the requirements of BS EN ISO 9001:2000.  

CFM undergoes annual certified financial audits by a licensed CPA firm.  CFM meets 

or exceeds any/all applicable federal, state(s) and local statute, licensing, insurance 

and/or bonding requirements. 
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Who We Serve  

 

Christian Financial Ministries serves individuals, families, churches, businesses and 

other para-church ministries in the United States, Canada, and around the world.   We 

serve regardless of race, religion, sex, creed, age, color, disability, or national origin.  

We serve counselees regardless of whom they owe, the amount they owe. 

 

Staff 

 

Our staff members are paid, licensed, ordained, certified and/or highly trained 

professionals who are called into ministry service.   Our staff undergoes consistent 

continuing education and training to improve our proficiency and performance.  

 

Funding/Cost of Services 

 

We are a faith ministry, which receives voluntary tax-deductible gifts from the 

counselees, creditors, Support Partners, and Church Partners we serve.  We provide many 

of our services and products for free, or for greatly discounted prices.     

 

Services--Practical tools you can use to help navigate your debt free program. 

 

1. We PRAY individually and as a staff.  We pray with our counselees.   

2. We offer EDUCATION (the best education media and materials from CFM and 

other outstanding authors), TEACHING (educators make simple things 

complex—our teachers make complex things simple!), TRAINING (hand-on 

applications using personal financials), COACHING (inquiring, questioning and 

accountability that helps individuals think more clearly, gain alternative 

perspectives, and focus on needs), MENTORING (takes coaching to the next 

level by providing education instruction and direction in the area of personal 

finance), and COUNSELING (help to understand how to communicate to make 

better financial decisions).  We have appeared and taught on local and national 

radio and television and publish weekly and monthly articles that appear in loca, 

regional and national magazines, newspapers and Internet forums. 

3. DIRECT CREDITOR NEGOTIATIONS:  Where needed, we offer certified and 

IRS approved consumer credit counseling services to help qualified individuals 

work with their unsecured creditors to help lower monthly payments, and stop or 

cut interest rates, late fees, over limit fees, and collection calls.  We help arrange 

one low monthly debt payment with no new loans or bankruptcy. 

4. FORECLOSURE PREVENTION:  Our HomeSavers Department has more than 

10 years experience helping people save their homes from foreclosure without 

bankruptcy, new loans, or paying all the past due payment up front. 

5. RELATIONSHIP THERAPY FOR INDIVIDUALS AND COUPLES: Financial 

difficulties are the number one cause of divorce in our country today.  One of our 

goals is to minister to the ―whole person.‖  Therefore, we have on staff a PhD in 

Christian Counseling with more than 25 years experience.  When people come for 

financial coaching/mentoring we can help with their marriages and other personal 
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problems as well.  When people come for marriage counseling, we can help them 

work with their finances. 

6. COMMUNITY CONSULTATION SERVICES AND PARTNERSHIP 

PROGRAMS with local faith-based and secular organizations. 

7. We are a HUD APPROVED HOUSING COUNSELING AND EDUCATION 

AGENCY. 

8. BEGINNING IN 2007 we will continue to leverage technology and the Internet to 

offer (1) Internet support through joint ventures with christianpost.com (4
th

 largest 

Christian Internet site), Christianbook.com, and amazon.com (2) free and fee-

based Internet assisted tele-classes, (3) one-on-one mentoring and coaching video 

conferencing, (4) several E-Books, and (5) ―The Debt Free Living God’s Way 

Weekly Newsletter‖ which will feature biblical financial principles and practical 

applications.  We are also asking God to provide the resources to establish a CFM 

National Prayer Team and expand our current office space.  We will also create 

two new staff positions: Our new Community Relations Director will work to 

expand our local and Internet presence and our new Development Director will 

create and manage grant funding and fundraising programs.   

 

New Initiatives—more practical tools you can use to help navigate your debt free  

program. 

 

1. Our new and singularly unique Financial Crisis Prevention and Recovery Program 

is a type of financial and spiritual triage—you receive a crystal clear picture of 

your current financial position (debt management, housing, insurance, retirement 

planning, college planning, investing, buying major purchases, and much more) 

and what you need to do to be in a better, more God-honoring financial position.  

Your financial and spiritual coaches review your very detailed (objective and 

subjective) financial/spiritual application, and conduct two telephone fact-finding 

interviews.  You then receive (in person or over a tele-conference) detailed 

observations as to your current financial condition, what you can and should do to 

improve your financial condition, help to see how God has hard-wired you (and 

your spouse) to deal with money, and specific instructions as to how you and your 

spouse can learn to work together to deal with the financial areas of your life.  In 

addition to a ―hard copy‖ of this personal/tele-conference, you also receive one 

additional personal or telephone conference with either your financial or spiritual 

coach.  

2. Our new “12 Month, 3-Step, Financial Boot Camp” combines the ―Foundation 

Builder‖ program with twelve months of ―in-house,‖ one-on-one, highly 

demanding, highly accountable Bible-based, financial coaching.  You deal with 

BOTH biblical financial principles and practical application tools.  Together we 

work through Larry Burkett’s Bible-study and budgeting workbooks, the Dave 

Ramsey Financial Peace University, the ―Life Issues‖ topical Memory System, 

and our ―Financial Roots‖ study.  You also receive the Firo-B Arno Temperament 

Profile to learn to better leverage your God-given strengths and gifts.    

3. Also coming soon are the ―Debt Free Living God’s Way‖ weekly newsletter, and 

audio/video seminar. 
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4. Other new E-Books will include the  

a. The complete ―Debt Free Living God’s Way.‖   

b. Estate Planning 

c. Do-it-yourself manual on how to save your home from foreclosure without 

bankruptcy, new loans, or paying all the past due payments up front. 

d. How to develop a pastoral counseling ministry at your church. 

               

Fantastic Successes 

 

We believe our services and tools put people in a position to be used and blessed by God.  

We see it happen time after time.  Lives change when people come to or back to a 

personal relationship with God through Jesus Christ.  Relationships and marriages 

re-energize.  Funds are freed up to meet individual needs and the needs of others.  And in 

the process, the Gospel of Jesus Christ is lovingly proclaimed and the timeless wisdom of 

Scripture is again revealed. 

 

If God does not work through the tools, the tools fall far short.  For example, secular 

consumer credit counseling agencies offer many of the same tools (seminars, individual 

and small group counseling, etc.).  However, secular consumer credit counseling agencies 

generally retain only 50-55% of their clients each month.  This means 45-50% of those 

on debt management programs "drop" the program each month.  We started offering 

consumer credit counseling services in 1997.  We have tracked our retention rates since 

July 2000.  Our average monthly retention rate is 97.4% (96.4% lowest, 99.3% highest).  

This means we lose less than 3% each month!   God's Word presented, received and 

applied makes the difference!      

 

CONCLUSION 

 

The symptoms of financial bondage often hold hostage a person's ability to recognize and 

deal with root issues.  Christian Financial Ministries helps individuals and families 

manage their journey to ―Debt Free Living God’s Way‖ by helping people successfully 

identify, correct, and overcome root issues rather than just treat the financial symptoms.  

If you believe our Lord can use Christian Financial Ministries to help you or help you 

help others, please give us a call at 1-800-895-0512 or 678-797-9444.  We are on the 

INTERNET at http://www.good-steward.org.  Our e-mail address is good-

steward@good-steward.org.                                                                                                                                                              March 2006 


